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Dozens of Clinton Emails Censored for Security Reasons 


Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Rodham Clinton listens to questions during a campaign stop in Nashua, N.H. The State Department is releasing fewer- 
than-expected numbers of Hillary Rodham Clinton's emails. 

(AP Photo/Jim Cole) 


LISA LERER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Doz¬ 
ens of emails that traversed 
Hillary Clinton’s private, un¬ 
secure home server con¬ 
tain national security infor¬ 
mation are now deemed 
too sensitive to make pub¬ 


lic, according to the latest 
batch of records released 
Friday. In 2,206 pages of 
emails, the government 
censored passages to pro¬ 
tect national security at 
least 64 times in 37 mes¬ 
sages. Clinton has said she 
never sent classified infor¬ 


mation from her private 
email server, which The As¬ 
sociated Press was first to 
identify as operating in her 
home in New York. 

The Friday release brings 
the volume of emails pub¬ 
licly released by the State 
Department to roughly 12 


percent of the 55,000 pag¬ 
es Clinton had turned over 
to department lawyers ear¬ 
lier this year. Clinton’s deci¬ 
sion not to use a State De¬ 
partment email account 
has become a political 
problem for her, as Repub¬ 
licans seize on the disclo¬ 


sures to paint her as untrust¬ 
worthy and willing to break 
rules for personal gain. 
There is also the matter of 
the classified information 
that found its way onto her 
insecure email system. 

Continued on Page 3 
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Experimental Ebola vaccine could stop virus in Africa 


MARIA CHENG 
AP Medical Writer 
LONDON (AP) — An experi¬ 
mental Ebola vaccine test¬ 
ed on thousands of people 
in Guinea seems to work 
and might help shut down 
the waning epidemic in 
West Africa, according to 
interim results from a study 
published Friday. 

There is currently no li¬ 
censed treatment or vac¬ 
cine for Ebola, which has so 
far killed more than 11,000 
people in West Africa since 
the world’s biggest out¬ 
break began in the forest 
region of Guinea last year. 
Cases have dropped dra¬ 
matically in recent months 
in the other two hard-hit 
countries, Sierra Leone and 
Liberia. 

“If proven effective, this 
is going to be a game- 
changer," said Dr. Marga¬ 
ret Chan, Director-General 
of the World Health Orga¬ 
nization, which sponsored 
the study. “It will change 
the management of the 
current outbreak and fu¬ 
ture outbreaks.” 

Scientists have struggled 
for years to develop Ebola 
treatments and vaccines 
but have faced numerous 
hurdles, including the spo¬ 
radic nature of outbreaks 
and funding shortages. 
Many past attempts have 
failed, including a recently 
abandoned drug being 
tested in West Africa by 
Tekmira Pharmaceuticals. 
The study involved several 
thousand people who had 
been near a new Ebola 


FARAI MUTSAKA 
Associated Press 
HARARE, Zimbabwe (AP) 

— Zimbabwe will seek the 
extradition of an American 
dentist who killed a lion that 
was lured out of a national 
park and caused interna¬ 
tional outrage, a Cabinet 
minister said Friday. 

In the Zimbabwean gov¬ 
ernment's first official com¬ 
ment on the killing of Cecil 
the lion, the environment, 
water and climate minis¬ 
ter lashed out at Walter 
James Palmer, accusing 
him even of trying to hurt 
Zimbabwe’s image. 
“Unfortunately it was too 


patient or a close contact 
of one. They were random¬ 
ly assigned to get the vac¬ 
cine right away or in three 
weeks. 

Researchers started track¬ 
ing results 10 days after 


they set up the groups to 
give time to weed out any 
people who might have 
been silently harboring the 
virus when the study be¬ 
gan. 

After that point, none of 
the people in the group 
that had been assigned to 
get the vaccine right away 
developed Ebola, versus 
16 people in the group 
eligible to get the vaccine 
after 21 days. 

The vaccine, developed 


late to apprehend the for¬ 
eign poacher as he had 
already absconded to his 
country of origin," Oppah 
Muchinguri told a news 
conference. “We are ap¬ 
pealing to the responsible 
authorities for his extradi¬ 
tion to Zimbabwe so that 
he be made account¬ 
able.” 

On Tuesday, Palmer is¬ 
sued a statement saying 
he relied on his guides to 
ensure the hunt was legal. 
Two Zimbabweans — a 
professional hunter and a 
farm owner — have been 
arrested in the killing of 
the lion, an act which has 


by the Canadian govern¬ 
ment, has since been li¬ 
censed to Merck & Co. 
but has not yet been ap¬ 
proved by regulators. The 
study results were pub¬ 
lished online Friday in the 


journal Lancet. 

At the moment, officials 
think the vaccine would 
only be used once an 
outbreak starts, to protect 
those at high-risk; there are 
no plans to introduce mass 
vaccination campaigns 
like those for measles or 
polio or to create huge 
stockpiles of the shots. 
Merck, based in Kenilworth, 
New Jersey, noted its vac¬ 
cine is in what is normally 
the final round of human 


garnered worldwide con¬ 
demnation. Palmer has 
kept a low profile, but on 
Friday U.S. federal wildlife 
authorities said they have 
been contacted by a rep¬ 
resentative of the Minne¬ 
sota dentist. 

The killing of Cecil gained 
global attention as the 
U.N. General Assembly 
unanimously adopted a 
resolution Thursday aimed 
at combatting illegal wild¬ 
life trafficking and poach¬ 
ing, the culmination of a 
two-year campaign led by 
Gabon and Germany. 

“We very much welcome 
the decision by the Gen¬ 


testing in Sierra Leone, and 
in mid-stage testing in Libe¬ 
ria. 

Merck will manufacture the 
vaccine if it's approved for 
use outside patient studies. 
In late-morning trading in 


the U.S., Merck shares were 
up 62 cents, or 1.1 percent, 
at $59.13. Last December, 
Gavi, the vaccine alliance, 
said it would spend up to 
$300 million buying ap¬ 
proved Ebola vaccines. 
The private-public part¬ 
nership, which often buys 
immunizations for poor 
countries, said Friday that 
it “stands ready to support 
the implementation of a 
WHO-recommended Ebo¬ 
la vaccine. ”□ 


eral Assembly which will 
help in the protection of 
wildlife, of fauna and flo¬ 
ra,” Stephane Dujarric, the 
spokesman for U.N. Secre¬ 
tary-General Ban Ki-moon 
said. 

Palmer is believed to have 
shot the lion with a bow 
on July 1 outside Hwange 
National Park, after it was 
lured onto private land 
with a carcass of an ani¬ 
mal laid out on a car, Zim¬ 
babwean conservationists 
have said. Some 40 hours 
later, the wounded cat 
was tracked down and 
Palmer allegedly killed it 
with a gun, they said.Q 



India, Bangladesh 
settle decades-old 
boundary dispute 

ASHOK SHARMA 
Associated Press 
NEW DELHI (AP) — India 
said Friday it swapped 
more than 150 small pock¬ 
ets of land with its small 
neighbor Bangladesh, set¬ 
tling a decades-old border 
dispute and an uncertain 
future for tens of thousands 
of stateless people living in 
squalid conditions. 
Television images showed 
people bursting firecrack¬ 
ers and raising an Indian 
flag in Masaldanga en¬ 
clave which became part 
of India at midnight Friday. 
India’s External Affairs Min¬ 
istry in a statement de¬ 
scribed July 31 as a historic 
day for both India and 
Bangladesh as “it marks 
the resolution of a com¬ 
plex issue that has lingered 
since independence” from 
British colonialists in 1947. 
Nearly 37,000 people 
lived in 111 Indian en¬ 
claves inside Bangladesh, 
while 14,000 lived in 51 
Bangladeshi enclaves in 
India. These people are 
getting citizenship of their 
choice. 

The boundary agreement 
between the two countries 
took effect at midnight Fri¬ 
day. Relations between 
India and its smaller neigh¬ 
bor Bangladesh have sig¬ 
nificantly improved since 
Bangladesh Prime Minis¬ 
ter Sheikh Hasina prom¬ 
ised that her administra¬ 
tion would not allow In¬ 
dia's separatist insurgents 
touse the porous 4,000-ki¬ 
lometer (2,500 mile) border 
to carry out raids in India. 
Aided by India, Bangladesh 
gained independence 
from Pakistan following a 
bloody nine-month war 
in 1971. The boundary 
dispute has been linger¬ 
ing since British colonial¬ 
ists carved Pakistan out of 
India in 1947 and granted 
independence to the two 
countries. 

None from Bangladeshi 
enclaves within India opt¬ 
ed for Bangladesh, while 
979 people from Indian en¬ 
claves living inside Bangla¬ 
desh applied for Indian citi¬ 
zenship, said Akhteruzzman 
Azad, chief government 
administrator at Kurigram 
district in Bangladesh.Q 



In this March, 2015 photo, a health worker cleans a man's arm before injecting him with a Ebola 
vaccine in Conakry, Guinea. An experimental vaccine tested on thousands of people in Guinea 
exposed to Ebola seems to work and might help shut down the ongoing epidemic in West 
Africa, according to interim results from a study published Friday, July 31, 2015. 

(AP Photo/ Youssouf Bah) 


Zimbabwe: US lion killer’s extradition being sought 
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Emails 

Continued from front 


Memos sent by the inspec¬ 
tor general of the intelli¬ 
gence community alerted 
the FBI to a potential se¬ 
curity violation arising from 
Clinton’s use of a private 
server located in her home. 
The inspector general said 
his office has found four 
emails containing classi¬ 
fied information while re¬ 
viewing a limited sample of 
40 of the emails provided 
by Clinton. Those four mes¬ 
sages were not marked as 
classified but should have 
been handled as such 
because they contained 
classified information at 
the time they were sent, 
the inspector general said. 
Clinton has repeatedly de¬ 
fended her email usage, 
saying her private server 
had “numerous safe¬ 
guards” and placing re¬ 
sponsibility for releasing the 
documents on the State 
Department. 

There were no obviously 
stunning revelations in the 
emails released Friday, 
which reflected the work- 
adaybusiness of govern¬ 
ment. Some of the docu¬ 
ments could reflect favor¬ 
ably on Clinton, such as a 
message in August 2009 
about a 10-year-old Ye¬ 
meni girl who had been 
married and divorced, and 
had been portrayed as un¬ 
happy in a CNN story. 

“Is there any way we can 
help her? Could we get 
her to the US for counsel¬ 
ling and education?" Clin¬ 
ton asked an aide, who 
began making calls. 

Others could be controver¬ 
sial, such as 2009 messages 
from former national secu¬ 
rity adviser Sandy Berger 


Democratic presidential 
candidate Hillary Rodham 
Clinton speaks before the 
National Urban League, 

Friday, July 31, 2015, in Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla. The State 
Department is releasing 
fewer-than-expected 
numbers of Hillary Rodham 
Clinton's emails. It says the 
process is slower because 
of intense scrutiny by U.S. 
intelligence agencies to 
ensure that emails from her 
private server don't contain 
any sensitive or classified 
government secrets. 

(AP Photo/Wilfredo Lee) 

about how to pressure Is¬ 
raeli Prime Minister Benja¬ 
min Netanyahu over nego¬ 
tiations with Palestinians. 
Among Clinton's ex¬ 
changes now censored 
as classified by the State 
Department was a brief 
exchange in October 2009 
between her and Jeffrey 
D. Feltman, then Assistant 
Secretary of State for Near 
Eastern Affairs. Clinton 
emailed Feltman about 
an “Egyptian proposal” 
for separate signings of a 
reconciliation deal with 
Flamas after the militant 
organization balked at at¬ 
tending a unity ceremony. 
Both Clinton’s email and 
Feltman's response are 
marked B-l for “classified" 
and completely censored 
from the email release. 
Earlier this year, a district 
court judge mandated 
that the agency release 
batches of Clinton’s pri¬ 
vate correspondence from 
her fime as secretary of 
sfate every 30 days sfarfing 
June 30. 

The regular releases of 
Clinton's correspondence 
all but guarantee a slow 
drip of revelations from 
the emails throughout the 
Democratic presidential 
primary campaign, com¬ 
plicating her efforts to put 
the issue to rest. □ 
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UN nuclear chief to talk to Senate critics of Iran nuke deal 


GEORGE JAHN 
Associated Press 
VIENNA (AP) — U.S. Sen¬ 
ators who accuse the 
Obama administration of 
making secret deals with 
Iran that go beyond the 
publicly known nuclear 
pact will get a chance 
next week to question the 
head of the U.N. agency 
said to be linked to the al¬ 
leged clandestine docu¬ 
ments 

The announcement Fri¬ 


day of Yukiya Amano's 
trip to Washington did not 
mention the dispute. The 
International Atomic En¬ 
ergy Agency said only that 
Amano will meet members 
of the U.S. Senate Commit¬ 
tee on Foreign Relations 
Wednesday to “discuss the 
IAEA's role in verifying and 
monitoring nuclear-related 
measures" under the July 
14 deal. 

But senators are sure to 
grill Amano on the alleged 
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Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., speaks during a news conference on Capitol 
Hill in Washington. McConnell reiterated his demand this week that the Obama administration 
turn over documents related to agreements between the IAEA and Iran that he described as 
“side agreements.” (AP Photo/Molly Riley) 


side deals, as the trip coin¬ 
cides with furious lobbying 
between opponents and 
supporters of the pact dur¬ 
ing a 60-day congressional 
review. 

Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell, a Re¬ 
publican, reiterated his 
demand Thursday that the 
Obama administration turn 
over documents related 
to agreements between 
the IAEA and Iran that he 
described as “side agree¬ 
ments.” Secretary of State 


John Kerry has said there 
are none, and Amano’s 
agency speaks of a nor¬ 
mal procedure in keeping 
confidential the technical 
nuts and bolts of monitor¬ 
ing agreements between 
the IAEA and individual 
countries. 

Amano's trip comes amid 
Iranian accusations that 
Washington is violating the 
deal by suggesting that 
that the enhanced IAEA 
surveillance would bring 
the benefit of making any 


potential attack on Teh¬ 
ran’s atomic program 
more potent. 

Reza Najafi, the IAEA’s 
chief Iranian delegate, 
quoted White Flouse 
spokesman Josh Earnest as 
saying that would result in 
more pinpointed U.S. or Is¬ 
raeli military action against 
Iran — if needed — “be¬ 
cause we’d been spend¬ 
ing the intervening number 
of years gathering signifi¬ 
cantly more detail about 
Iran’s nuclear program.”□ 


US panel clears lawmakers in Azerbaijan trip 


MATTHEW DALY 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Flouse Ethics Committee 
said Friday it found no evi¬ 
dence of wrongdoing by 
a bipartisan group of law¬ 
makers who went on a 2013 
trip to Azerbaijan paid for 
by that country's govern¬ 
ment. 

Lawmakers obtained prior 
approval for the trip from 
the ethics panel "in good 
faith” and did not know that 


two groups that claimed to 
sponsor the trip had appar¬ 
ently lied about the true 
source of their funding, the 
ethics panel said. 

“When a Flouse member 
...seeks and receives ad¬ 
vance written permission 
to accept a gift” such as 
travel, “that permission acts 
a shield to protect the in¬ 
dividual from future action 
by this committee,” the 
ethics panel said in a 28- 
page report. The panel said 


it issued 12 subpoenas and 
reviewed 190,000 pages of 
materials during its investi¬ 
gation, but was hampered 
by a lack of cooperation 
from key witnesses, includ¬ 
ing the Flouston business ex¬ 
ecutive who organized the 
trip. Two Flouston-based 
nonprofit corporations had 
reported to the ethics panel 
that they were sponsoring 
the May 2013 conference 
in the capital city of Baku, 
near the Caspian Sea.Q 
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In speech to rights group. Bush touts record in Florida 



Republican presidential candidate, former Florida Gov. Jeb 
Bush, speaks at a small business town hall meeting, Monday, 
July 27, 2015, in Longwood, Fla. 


Associated Press 
FORT LAUDERDALE, Florida 
(AP) — Republican presi¬ 
dential candidate Jeb 
Bush ventured into histori¬ 
cally Democratic territory 
on Friday to tell a predom- 
inantly-African American 
audience that decades- 
long efforts to fight pov¬ 
erty are failing, while Hillary 
Rodham Clinton issued a 
call for action to address 
racial inequality. 

Bush is one of two Repub¬ 
lican presidential candi¬ 
dates who accepted an 
invitation to address the 
annual conference of the 
National Urban League, 


BILL BARROW 
Associated Press 
MIAMI (AP) — Hillary Rod¬ 
ham Clinton on Friday 
called on Congress to 
end the trade embargo 
the U.S. has imposed on 
Cuba since 1962, drawing 
a sharp distinction with her 
main Republican rivals in 
Florida. 

The Democratic presiden¬ 
tial favorite said an open 
economic relationship 
would do more to bring 
“dignity and democracy" 
to the island nation than 
continuing the hardline 
isolationism that lasted 
through five decades of 
Republican and Demo¬ 
cratic administrations, in¬ 
cluding her husband’s two 
terms. 

President Barack Obama 
has normalized diplomatic 
relations with Cuba and 
has called for the Republi¬ 
can-led Congress to lift the 
economic embargo, as 
well. 

Clinton acknowledged 


one of the largest U.S. civil 
rights organizations. 

“For a half-century, this na¬ 
tion has pursued a ‘war on 
poverty’ and massive gov¬ 
ernment programs, funded 
with trillions of taxpayer dol¬ 
lars,” Bush told the gather¬ 
ing. “This decades-long ef¬ 
fort, while well intentioned, 
has been a losing one.” 
Also due to speak at the 
meeting Friday in Fort Lau¬ 
derdale were Republican 
candidate Ben Carson, 
an African-American. The 
conference marks the first 
time in the 2016 presiden¬ 
tial race that Clinton and 
Bush are set to appear at 


that she previously sup¬ 
ported sanctions in Cuba, 
but she told an auditorium 
of students, faculty and 
others at Florida Interna¬ 
tional University that she 
changed her views during 
four years as Obama's sec¬ 
retary of state. During that 
time, there also has been 
a softening of public opin¬ 
ion among the million-plus 
Cuban-Americans who 
hold considerable sway in 
Florida voting. 

Clinton accused Repub¬ 
lican presidential candi¬ 
dates — without calling 
them by name — of ap¬ 
proaching Cuba and Latin 
America “through a Cold 
War prism.” 

“They have it backwards: 
Engagement is not a gift to 
the Castros; it’s a threat to 
the Castros,” Clinton said. 
“An American embassy 
in Havana isn’t a conces¬ 
sion; it’s a beacon. Lifting 
the embargo doesn't set 
back freedom; it advances 
freedom. ”□ 


fhe same event. 

Bush and other Republi¬ 
cans are grappling with a 
demographic challenge. 
As the American elector¬ 
ate has rapidly become 
more diverse. Republicans 
still rely on an overwhelm¬ 
ingly white base of voters, 
especially during primary 
races dominated by con¬ 
servative activists. 
Republican presidential 
candidates, consequently, 
have fared poorly among 
minorities in the past two 
elections. In the 2012 presi- 


(AP Photo/John Raoux) 

dential election, according 
to exit polls conducted for 
AP and television networks, 
93 percent of blacks and 
71 percent of Hispanics 
voted to re-elect President 
Barack Obama. In 2008, 
Obama won the vote of 95 
percent of blacks and 67 
percent of Hispanics. 

Within moments of taking 
the stage, Clinton remind¬ 
ed the crowd of the fed¬ 
eral government's poor re¬ 
sponse to Hurricane Katrina 
a decade ago under Presi¬ 
dent George W. Bush. She 


also lamented the deaths 
of unarmed African-Amer¬ 
icans in police custody, 
and ticked off statistics 
on African Americans re¬ 
ceiving disproportionately 
longer sentences. African- 
Americans are three times 
more likely to be denied 
a mortgage loan than 
people who are white, she 
said. 

“Race still plays a signifi¬ 
cant role in determining 
who gets ahead in Amer¬ 
ica and who gets left be¬ 
hind," Clinton said. “And 
yes, while that's partly a 
legacy of discrimination 
that stretches back to the 
start of our nation, it is also 
because of discrimination 
that is still ongoing.” 

Clinton told the audi¬ 
ence she has fought to 
tear down those barriers 
since her first job out of law 
school, with the Children's 
Defense Fund. She said 
she fought for children's 
healfh insurance as first 
lady and spoke out on is¬ 
sues of economic equality 
for women. □ 
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In swing state Florida, Clinton 
calls for Cuba embargo’s end 




















Not guilty plea in court for US church shooting suspect 



Dylann Roof appears at a court hearing in Charleston, S.C. Roof wants to plead guilty to over 30 
federal charges, but his lawyer said in court Friday that he couldn't advise his client to do so until 
prosecutors say whether they’ll seek the death penalty. 

(Grace Beahm/The Post and Courier via AP, Pool) 


MEG KINNARD 
BRUCE SMITH 
Associated Press 
CHARLESTON, South Car¬ 
olina (AP) — The white 
man accused of gunning 
down nine parishioners at 
a black church in South 
Carolina last month wants 
to plead guilty to over 30 
federal charges, but his 
lawyer said in court Friday 
that he couldn’t advise his 
client to do so until pros¬ 
ecutors say whether they'll 
seek the death penalty. 
During a brief arraignment 


in federal court, defense 
attorney David Bruck said 
that he couldn’t counsel 
his client, Dylann Roof, to 
enter a guilty plea with¬ 
out knowing the govern¬ 
ment’s intentions. 

U.S. Magistrate Judge 
Bristow Marchant then 
entered a not guilty plea 
for Roof, 21, who faces 33 
federal charges includ¬ 
ing hate crimes, weapons 
charges and obstructing 
the practice of religion. 
Appearing in court in a 
gray striped prison jump¬ 


suit, his hands in shackles, 
Roof answered yes several 
times in response to the 
judge’s questions but oth¬ 
erwise didn’t speak. 

“Mr. Roof has told us that 
he wishes to plead guilty,” 
Bruck said. “Until we know 
whether the government 
will be seeking the death 
penalty, we are not able 
to advise Mr. Roof.” 

The federal prosecution, 
particularly on hate crimes, 
has been expected since 
the June 17 shootings at 
Emanuel African Method¬ 


ist Church in Charleston, 
South Carolina. Early on, 
officials with the U.S. De¬ 
partment of Justice said 
they felt the case met the 
qualifications for a hate 
crime, and Roof was in¬ 
dicted by a federal grand 
jury about a month after 
the killings. Roof appeared 
in photos waving Confed¬ 
erate flags and burning 
and desecrating U.S. flags. 
Federal authorities have 
confirmed his use of a per¬ 
sonal manuscript in which 
he decried integration 
and used racial slurs to re¬ 
fer to blacks. The massacre 
at the church shocked the 
United States and set off a 
nationwide conversation 
about race relations and 
gun control. 

Because South Carolina 
has no state hate-crimes 
law, federal charges were 
needed to adequately 
address a motive that 
prosecutors believe was 
unquestionably rooted in 
racial hate, U.S. Attorney 
General Loretta Lynch 
said during a news confer¬ 
ence announcing Roof’s 
federal indictment. 
Eighteen of the 33 charges 
against Roof could poten¬ 
tially carry the death pen¬ 


alty, while conviction on 
each of the others could 
mean a life prison sen¬ 
tence. Each charge also 
carries the possibility of 
hundreds of thousands of 
dollars in fines. 

Also during Friday’s hear¬ 
ing, Marchant accepted 
Roof’s application as an 
indigent defendant — 
meaning the state will pay 
for his attorneys. 

Marchant also heard 
briefly from victims’ family 
members, who at Roof’s 
bond hearing in state court 
expressed statements of 
mercy and forgiveness 
despite his alleged crimes. 
On Friday, several relatives 
made similar comments in 
federal court. 

“We don't hold no ill will,” 
Leroy Singleton, brother of 
slain Myra Thompson, said 
tearfully. “We're going to 
let the system work it out.” 
Gracyn Doctor, daugh¬ 
ter of another victim, De- 
Payne Middleton Doctor, 
said she misses her mother 
greatly but wouldn’t let 
Roof get the better of her. 
“Even though he has tak¬ 
en the most precious thing 
in my life, he will not take 
my joy,” Doctor told the 
judge.Q 


Killings in Baltimore soar to a level unseen in 43 years 


JULIET LINDERMAN 
Associated Press 
BALTIMORE (AP) — Bal¬ 
timore reached a grim 
milestone on Friday, three 
months after riots erupted 
in response to the death 
of Freddie Gray in police 
custody: With 45 homicides 
in July, the highest monthly 
murder rate in 43 years. 
Police reported three 
deaths — two men shot 
Thursday and one on Fri¬ 
day. The men died at local 
hospitals. 

With their deaths, this year’s 


homicides reached 189, 
far outpacing the 119 kill¬ 
ings by July’s end in 2014. 
Nonfatal shootings have 
soared to 366, compared 
to 200 by the same date 
last year. July’s total was 
the worst since the city re¬ 
corded 45 killings in August 
1972, according to The Bal¬ 
timore Sun. 

The seemingly Sisyphean 
task of containing the city's 
violence prompted Mayor 
Stephanie Rawlings-Blake 
to fire her police commis¬ 
sioner, Anthony Batts, on 


July 8. “Too many continue 
to die on our streets,” Rawl¬ 
ings-Blake said then. “Fami¬ 
lies are tired of dealing with 
this pain, and so am I. Re¬ 
cent events have placed 
an intense focus on our po¬ 
lice leadership, distracting 
many from what needs to 
be our main focus: the fight 
against crime.” 

But the killings have not 
abated under Interim 
Commissioner Kevin Davis 
since then. 

Baltimore is not unique in its 
suffering; crimes are spik¬ 


ing in big cities around the 
country. 

But while the city’s police 
are closing cases— Davis 
announced arrests in three 
recent murders several 
days ago — the violence 
is outpacing their efforts. 
Davis said Tuesday the 
“clearance rate" is at 36.6 
percent, far lower than the 
department's mid-40s av¬ 
erage. 

Crime experts and resi¬ 
dents of Baltimore’s most 
dangerous neighborhoods 
cite a confluence of fac¬ 


tors: mistrust of the police; 
generalized anger and 
hopelessness over a lack 
of opportunities for young 
black men; and competi¬ 
tion among dealers of il¬ 
legal drugs, bolstered by 
the looting of prescription 
pills from pharmacies dur¬ 
ing the riot. Federal drug 
enforcement agents said 
gangs targeted 32 phar¬ 
macies in the city, taking 
roughly 300,000 doses of 
opiates, as the riots caused 
$9 million in property dam¬ 
age in the cityO 
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Escaped inmate suspected in killing is captured after chase 


KITTANNING, Pennsylvania 
(AP) — An escaped inmate 
suspected of strangling an 
acquaintance and steal¬ 
ing a gun and two trucks 
while on the run led police 
in the U.S. state of Penn¬ 
sylvania on a chase and 
rammed a cruiser before 
being captured Friday, au¬ 
thorities said. 


State police took Rob¬ 
ert Crissman into custody 
about 26 hours after au¬ 
thorities said he walked 
away from a work-release 
program at a jail about 40 
miles (65 kilometers) north¬ 
east of Pittsburgh, where 
he was serving time for a 
probation violation. 

The body of Tammy Long, 


55, was discovered Thurs¬ 
day at a home about a 
mile (1.6 kilometers) away 
from the jail in Kittanning. 
A coroner said Friday she 
was strangled and suffered 
blunt force trauma to the 
head. Armstrong County 
District Attorney Scott An- 
dreassi called Long’s death 
an "incredible tragedy.” 


He said Crissman's quick 
capture was a testament 
to good police work and 
strong cooperation from 
the public. Police were 
alerted to Crissman’s lo¬ 
cation at about 7:30 a.m. 
Friday by a 911 caller who 
said he knocked on her 
door seeking help, An- 
dreassi said. The woman 


recognized Crissman from 
news coverage of the es¬ 
cape and refused to let 
him in. Crissman, 38, fled 
in a stolen truck as police 
converged on the Boggs 
Township home, leading a 
chase before he rammed 
the back of a state police 
cruiser and lost control of 
the truck, Andreassi said.Q 


Search for US teens missing at sea to be suspended 



Heather Kenney, right, of Jensen Beach, Fla., stands with her 
son Xander, 11, during a vigil for Austin Stephanos and Perry 
Cohen in Stuart, Fla. The U.S. Coast Guard's search for the two 
teenage fishermen was to end Friday, a heart-rending decision 
for families so convinced the boys could be alive they're 
pressing on with their own hunt. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky) 


MATT SEDENSKY 
MARISOL MEDINA 
Associated Press 
OPA-LOCKA, Florida (AP) 

— After hundreds of res¬ 
cue workers fanned out 
across a massive swath of 
the Atlantic for a full week, 
the U.S. Coast Guard’s 
search for two teenage 
fishermen was to end Fri¬ 
day, a heart-rending de¬ 
cision for families so con¬ 
vinced the boys could be 
alive they're pressing on 
with their own hunt. 

Even as officials an¬ 
nounced at noon that the 
formal search-and-rescue 
effort would end at sun¬ 
down, private planes and 
boats were preparing to 
keep scouring the water 
hoping for clues on what 
happened to the 14-year- 
old neighbors, Perry Cohen 
and Austin Stephanos. 
Capt. Mark Fedor called 
the decision to suspend 
the search “excruciating 


and gut-wrenching.” He 
suggested what long had 
been feared by observ¬ 
ers — that the boys had 
surpassed any reasonable 
period of survivability — 
with his offering of “heart¬ 
felt condolences." 

“I know no statistics will 
ease the pain,” he said in 
recounting the seven-day, 
nearly 50,000-square-nau- 
tical-mile (129,500-sq. kilo¬ 
meter) search. “We were 
desperate to find Austin 
and Perry.” 

With volunteers ready to 
keep searching all along 
the coastline and about 
$340,000 in search-fund 
donations by Friday eve¬ 
ning, the families promised 
to keep looking for their 
sons. 

Nick Korniloff, the stepfa¬ 
ther of Perry, addressed a 
horde of media outside his 
home on a quiet street in 
Florida, saying air searches 
led by private pilots would 


go on alongside new ef¬ 
forts led by former mem¬ 
bers of the military and oth¬ 
ers with special training. 
“We know there's a win¬ 
dow here and we think 
there's an opportunity,” he 
said, “and we will do ev¬ 
erything we can to bring 


these boys home." 

Those who have met with 
the families believe the pri¬ 
vate search could go on at 
least for weeks. 

The Coast Guard had dis¬ 
patched crews night and 
day to scan the Atlantic 
for signs of the boys. They 


chased repeated reports 
of objects sighted in the 
water, and at times had 
the help of the U.S. Navy 
and other local agencies. 
But after the boys' boat 
was found overturned 
Sunday, no useful clues 
turned up. The families had 
held out hope that items 
believed to have been 
on the boat, including a 
large cooler, might be 
spotted, or that the teens 
might even have clung to 
something buoyant in their 
struggle to stay alive. Even 
as hope dimmed, experts 
on survival said finding the 
teens alive was still pos¬ 
sible. The Coast Guard said 
it would keep on search¬ 
ing until officials no longer 
thought the boys could be 
rescued. The boys grew up 
on the water, constantly 
boated and fished, worked 
at a tackle shop together 
and immersed themselves 
in life on the ocean.Q 


Survivor recalls horrific US shooting, unaware parents dead 


HELENA, Montana (AP) 

— Bullets whizzed past a 
woman's head as she fled 
from an 18-year-old gun¬ 
man who had posed as a 
stranded motorist to con¬ 
vince her family to help him 
on the roadside in northern 
United States, the woman 
recounted to relatives. 

The man claimed he had 
run out of gas, then pulled 


a gun, demanded money 
and opened fire when Jo- 
rah Shane followed her 
mother’s order to run, Ada 
Shane said, relaying the 
story as told to her by her 
wounded niece. 

The relatives listened to Jo- 
rah Shane's story, made 
sure the television in her 
hospital room was kept off, 
and struggled with how to 


tell her that the man had 
killed her mother and father 
in Wednesday's shooting, 
Ada Shane told The Associ¬ 
ated Press Thursday. 

Jorah Shane, 26, did not 
know her parents’ fate be¬ 
fore she went into surgery 
Wednesday night for the 
bullet lodged in her spine. 
“Last night before she went 
in, she told everyone to go 


look for her mom, she’s hid¬ 
ing in the field,” Ada Shane 
said. Jorah Shane was re¬ 
covering in a Billings hospital 
Thursday, while the suspect 
in the shooting, Jesus Deniz, 
also known as Jesus Deniz 
Mendoza, 18, was in a jail 
cell. Police arrested Deniz 
Wednesday morning about 
120 miles away from Pryor, 
the small town in Montana 


state where the shooting 
happened. 

In an interview with the FBI 
on Wednesday, Deniz ad¬ 
mitted to shooting three 
people and then driving 
away in their car because 
“he was getting tired of 
waiting around, and be¬ 
cause the daughter had 
laughed at him," according 
to a court statement. □ 
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Al-Qaida attacks HQ of rebel group it calls US ‘agents’ 


This picture released on July 13, 2015 by the Rased News Network, a Facebook page affiliated 
with Islamic State militants, shows Islamic State militants fire weapons during a battle against Syr¬ 
ian government forces, in Deir el-Zour province, Syria. After billions of dollars spent and more than 
10,000 extremist fighters killed, the Islamic State group is fundamentally no weaker than it was 
when the U.S.-led bombing campaign began a year ago, American intelligence agencies have 
concluded. 

(Rased News Network via AP) 


BASSEM MROUE 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — Members of 
al-Qaida’s branch in Syria 
launched an attack early 
Friday on the headquarters 
of a rebel faction in north¬ 
ern Syria believed to have 
been trained by the U.S. 
government, killing at least 
five fighters and wound¬ 
ing more than a dozen, 
the militants and an activ¬ 
ist group said. The Nusra 
Front, which has also ab¬ 
ducted several members 
of the faction known as 
Division 30, vowed to cut 
off “the arms” of the Ameri¬ 
can government in Syria. 

A statement issued in the 
name of Division 30, said 
its fighters prevented Nusra 
Front gunmen from storm¬ 
ing their head office and 
added that the fighting is 
still ongoing. 

The Nusra Front said in 
a statement later Friday 
that it has detained some 
members of Division 30, 
claiming they were trained 
by the CIA and that the 
previously obscure group's 
fighters had entered Syria 
recently “to carry out the 
projects and interests of 


America in the region and 
to fight what they call ter¬ 
rorist organizations.” 

The fighting came a few 
days after the U.S. and Tur¬ 
key announced the out¬ 
lines of a deal to help reb¬ 
els push the Islamic State 
group back from a strip of 


territory it controls along 
the Syrian-Turkish border, 
replacing it with more mod¬ 
erate rebels backed by 
Washington and Ankara. 

A U.S. military official on Fri¬ 
day seemed to deny any 
American connection to 
Division 30, saying that no 
member of a U.S.-backed 
rebel faction had been ab¬ 
ducted. 

“That report had nothing to 
do with the Syrian fighters 


we trained and equipped,” 
said Marine Corp. Brig. 
Gen. Kevin Killea, chief of 
staff of the U.S.-led coali¬ 
tion. 

“We have nothing to 
confirm any reports that 
talk about injured, killed in 
combat. I can tell you with 
certainty we know that 
none of them have been 
captured.” 

However both the Britain- 
based Syrian Observatory 


for Human Rights and Ab- 
dul-Jabbar Abu Thabet, 
commander of Aleppo 
Swords Battalion — a mod¬ 
erate faction that is fight¬ 
ing both Syrian govern¬ 
ment forces and IS — said 
the members of Division 30 
were trained by the U.S. in 
Turkey. 

Abu Thabet said Nusra 
Front has been referring to 
Division 30 as “agents of 
the Americans.” 

Rami Abdurrahman, who 
heads the Observatory, 
said that the rebel group's 
perceived American con¬ 
nection made it a target 
for the Nusra Front. 

“They are trying to liqui¬ 
date any group that has 
links to the West,” he said. 
The Observatory added 
that warplanes believed to 
be from the U.S.-led coali¬ 
tion attacked Nusra Front 
positions in the area after 
the fighting broke out. 

The Nusra Front, which has 
in the past targeted rebel 
groups backed by the Unit¬ 
ed States, said coalition 
warplanes struck their posi¬ 
tions in the area of fighting 
with more than 10 missiles 
that killed and wounded 
several fighters. It said the 
airstrikes showed “the clear 
cooperation and coordi¬ 
nation" between the U.S. 
and Division 30. □ 


Nigeria: 

Suicide bomber kills 10 at Maiduguri market 


HARUNA UMAR 
Associated Press 
MAIDUGURI, Nigeria (AP) 

— A suicide bomber killed 
about 10 people at a 
crowded market early Fri¬ 
day in a blast that thun¬ 
dered across the north¬ 
eastern Nigerian city of 
Maiduguri, witnesses said. 
The region has been pum- 
meled by suicide bombings 
that have killed hundreds 
carried out by the Boko 
Haram Islamic extremists 
since Nigeria elected a 
new president who prom¬ 
ised to root out the extrem¬ 
ists. 

Trader Bukar Shettima said 
the explosion lifted him off 
his feet and threw him to 
the ground. “Thank God 
I was not too close,” he 
said. “But I saw nauseating 


corpses and battered bod¬ 
ies of humans littering the 
ground.” 

A police bomb expert said 
the bomber was a man, 
not a woman as had been 
originally described by wit¬ 
nesses. Both were in a tri¬ 
cycle taxi that exploded 
at a taxi rank outside Gam- 
boru wholesale vegetable 
market. The expert, who 
requested anonymity be¬ 
cause he is not authorized 
to speak to reporters, said 
he helped collect seven 
bodies. 

Civilian self-defense fighter 
Kabiru Yaro said he carried 
away at least 10 corpses. 
It is difficult to get an ex¬ 
act toll in such attacks 
because of the numerous 
body parts. 

A suicide bombing at the 


same market killed at least 
20 last month. 

Nigeria's military Thursday 
announced its first major 
success in weeks: soldiers 
rescued 71 Boko Haram 
captives, mostly girls and 
women, in battles that 
killed many militants and 
destroyed their camps in 
three villages near Maidu¬ 
guri. President Muhamma- 
du Buhari this week visited 
neighboring Cameroon 
to bolster support for the 
8,700-strong, four-nation 
army to curb the upris¬ 
ing that has spilled across 
borders. Deployment has 
been delayed by a lack of 
funds. 

The 6-year-old uprising has 
killed 20,000 people and 
driven nearly 2 million from 
their homes. □ 
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Greece’s stock market to reopen as bailout talks progress 


N. PAPHITIS 
D. GATOPOULOS 
Associated Press 
ATHENS, Greece (AP) — 

Greece's government an¬ 
nounced that the Athens 
Stock Exchange will re¬ 
open Monday, a big step 
toward normalcy as talks 
with international creditors 
shifted into high gear. 

The exchange has been 
closed since June 29, when 
the government imposed 
capital controls to prevent 
a banking collapse. 
Finance Minister Euclid 
Tsakalotos signed the order 
Friday that also includes re¬ 
strictions for Greece-based 
traders for an unspecified 
time period. A 60 euro limit 
on cash machines with¬ 
drawal will remain in place. 
Tsakalotos met with lead 
negotiators from the Eu¬ 
ropean Union and Inter¬ 
national Monetary Fund 
to start negotiations for a 
third bailout worth 85 billion 
euros ($93 billion), follow¬ 
ing several days of prepa¬ 
ratory meetings between 
lower-level officials on re¬ 
forming the tax system and 
labor market regulations. 
The third bailout will include 
a new punishing round of 
austerity measures heaped 
on a country reeling from 
a six-year recession and 
more than 25 percent 
unemployment. Prime 
Minister Alexis Tsipras has 


pledged to back the new 
cutbacks, while openly ad¬ 
mitting that he disagrees 
with them. 

“We will implement them, 
yes, because we are 
forced to,” he said in par¬ 
liament Friday. "But at the 
same time we will struggle 
to change them, to im¬ 
prove them and to coun¬ 
ter their negative conse¬ 
quences.” 

The bailout talks with the 
IMF, European Commis¬ 
sion, European Central 
Bank and European Sta¬ 
bility Mechanism must be 
concluded before Aug. 
20. That's when a debt re¬ 
payment to the ECB worth 
more than 3 billion euros 
is due — money which 
Greece does not have. 
Tsakalotos said the talks are 
focused on how to recapi¬ 
talize Greece's battered 
banking system, whose de¬ 
posit base was badly hit in 
recent months as Greeks 
fearing a euro exit emptied 
their accounts. The talks 
also addressed Greece's 
privatization commitments 
and budget surplus targets. 
“As you can understand, 
there was convergence 
on some points, and less 
convergence on others,” 
he said. Friday’s meetings 
came hours after Tsipras 
defeated a bid by dissent¬ 
ers in his left-wing Syriza 
party to push for an end to 


Unemployment and inflation 
stable in 19-nation eurozone 


BRUSSELS (AP) — Unem¬ 
ployment and inflation 
were stable in the 19-na- 
tion eurozone in early sum¬ 
mer, when the Greek crisis 
was raging on and raising 
concerns over the outlook 
of the currency union. 

The European Union’s sta¬ 
tistical agency, Eurostat, 
said Friday that the jobless 
rate stood at 11.1 percent 
in June, unchanged for a 
third straight month after 
declines earlier in the year. 
“This the lowest record¬ 
ed rate in the euro area 
since March 2012," said 
EU spokeswoman Natasha 
Bertaud. “We got some en¬ 
couraging signs now. We 
need to continue along 
this path.” 


Among the euro member 
states, Greece had the 
highest rate at 25.6 per¬ 
cent and Germany the 
lowest level at 4.7 percent. 
The EU’s executive Com¬ 
mission has been pushing 
hard to create job-boost¬ 
ing measures and as of this 
fall, the European Invest¬ 
ment Bank will start select¬ 
ing projects to invest in us¬ 
ing a 315 billion euro pro¬ 
gram that seeks to create 
some 1.3 million jobs. 
Greece also had the high¬ 
est level of youth unem¬ 
ployment at 53.2 percent 
in April, the last month for 
which it had statistics avail¬ 
able. That's more than 
twice the eurozone aver¬ 
age of 22.5 percent.Q 



Red spray paint covers a Bank of Greece sign making it read ‘Bank of Merkel’ in reference to 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel in Athens. Greece’s government announced that the Athens 
Stock Exchange will reopen Monday, a big step toward normalcy as talks with international 
creditors shifted into high gear. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis) 


bailout negotiations and 
seek a return to the old na¬ 
tional currency, the drach¬ 
ma. The party's governing 
central committee backed 


a proposal by Tsipras to 
hold an emergency party 
conference in September, 
after the talks have been 
concluded. 


Dissenters had sought 
a conference earlier, 
pressing the govern¬ 
ment to abandon the 
negotiations.^ 
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Al-Qalda car bombers attack Yemeni military base, killing 6 


AHMED AL-HAJ 
Associated Press 
SANAA, Yemen (AP) — 

Two al-Qaida suicide car 
bombers attacked a mili¬ 
tary base, killing at least six 
soldiers and wounding 30 
others in the eastern val¬ 
ley of Sir in Yemen’s largest 
province, Hadramawt, Ye¬ 
meni officials said. 

The Friday blast, the offi¬ 


cials said, severely dam¬ 
aged several buildings 
at the government-con- 
trolled base. 

Meanwhile, ground fight¬ 
ing between the Shiite 
Houthi rebels and gov¬ 
ernment-allied militias in 
Yemen’s third largest city 
of Taiz raged on, killing at 
least 19 and wounding 28 
from both sides, rebel and 


militia fighters and medical 
officials said. 

In the port city of Aden, 
where pro-government 
troops recently pushed 
out rebel forces, water 
and electricity are back in 
some neighborhoods. 
Residents are also cleaning 
the streets of rubble, the 
product of the four month¬ 
long battle with the Houthis 


for control of the city. 
“Before you couldn’t drive 
a car on the road from all 
the rubble,” a security offi¬ 
cial said. “Some roads now 
are relatively usable.” 

All officials spoke on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity because 
they were not authorized 
to brief reporters. 

The battle for Aden has 
been the epicenter of Ye¬ 


men's conflict over the 
past several weeks. The 
rebels seized the Yemeni 
capital, Sanaa, last Sep¬ 
tember and then began 
pressing their advance 
south. Fierce fighting over 
Aden broke out in March, 
sparking the Saudi-led air- 
strikes that have been tar¬ 
geting the rebels to halt 
their advance. □ 


Suspected Jewish extremists set fire to Palestinian home 



A Palestinian man inspects a house after it was torched in a suspected attack by Jewish settlers 
killing an 18-month-old Palestinian child, his four-year-old brother and parents were wounded, 
according to a Palestinian official from the Nablus area at Duma village near the West Bank city 
of Nablus, Friday, July 31,2015. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed) 


M. DARAGHMEH 
T. GOLDENBERG 
Associated Press 
DUMA, West Bank (AP) 

— Suspected Jewish as¬ 
sailants set fire to a West 
Bank home on Friday and 
burned a sleeping Palestin¬ 
ian toddler to death in an 
attack that drew Palestin¬ 
ian rage and widespread 
Israeli condemnation. The 
attack, which threatens to 
set off another violent es¬ 
calation, shines a light on 
the growing lawlessness 
of extremist Jewish settlers 
that Israel is either unable 
or unwilling to contain. 

The extremists have for 
years staged attacks 
against Palestinian prop¬ 
erty, as well as mosques, 
churches, dovish Israeli 
groups and even Israeli 
military bases. The attacks, 
known as “price tags" be¬ 
cause they exact a price 
for Israeli steps seen as fa¬ 
vorable to the Palestinians, 
have stirred fear in Palestin¬ 
ians and frustration among 
critics who say Israel has 
not done enough to quell 
the assaults. 

“This is a direct conse¬ 
quence of decades of 
impunity given by the Is¬ 


raeli government to settler 
terrorism,” said Palestinian 
official Saeb Erekat. “This is 
the consequence of a cul¬ 
ture of hate funded and 
incentivized by the Israeli 
government and the impu¬ 
nity granted by the inter¬ 
national community.” 
Friday's deadly attack 
comes as part of a larger 


trend of Jewish radical- 
ization - one day after an 
anti-gay ultra-Orthodox 
extremist stabbed revelers 
at Jerusalem’s Gay Pride 
Parade and two days after 
Israeli authorities indicted 
two young Jewish activists 
for an arson attack on a fa¬ 
mous Holy Land church. All 
have been strongly con¬ 


demned across the Israeli 
political spectrum, though 
the recent spate of at¬ 
tacks has raised fears that 
a radicalized and violent 
ultraconservative fringe 
is growing from within the 
country's hard-line nation¬ 
al-religious camp. 
Palestinian President Mah¬ 
moud Abbas called the 


attack a “war crime” and 
said the Palestinians would 
present it to the Interna¬ 
tional Criminal Court as 
part of their case against 
Israel. 

The extremist attacks, 
which most recently struck 
a famous church in north¬ 
ern Israel, have rarely 
caused fatal injuries, which 
made Friday’s incident, 
in which 18-month-old Ali 
Dawabsheh was killed and 
his parents and 4-year-old 
brother critically wounded, 
all the more worrying. 
Witnesses and the Israeli 
military said that under 
cover of darkness, the 
attackers broke the win¬ 
dows of the family's home 
in Duma, a small village 
near the West Bank city of 
Nablus. They lobbed a fire 
bomb into the sleeping 
family's bedroom which 
exploded into a fireball 
that quickly consumed the 
home. The suspects, who 
fled the scene, scribbled 
graffiti on the walls read¬ 
ing “Long live the Messi¬ 
ah,” "revenge” and “price 
tag,” as well as a Jewish 
star of David. The military 
said they were searching 
for the assailants. □ 


World Food Program cuts aid to Syrian refugees in Jordan 


KARIN LAUB 
Associated Press 
AMMAN, Jordan (AP) — 

The World Food Program 
announced new cuts Fri¬ 
day in food aid for Syrian 
refugees in Jordan, high¬ 
lighting a growing fund¬ 
ing crisis of international 
agencies helping millions 
displaced by Syria's con¬ 
flict. 

A last-minute U.S. dona¬ 
tion of $65 million kept 


food aid in Jordan go¬ 
ing for August, though at 
reduced levels, the WFP 
said. If no additional con¬ 
tributions come in, half the 
current food aid recipients 
would lose all benefits by 
September. 

“This timely contribution 
has helped us avoid major 
cuts, but unless other do¬ 
nors step up to the plate, 
it will be only a matter of 
months before we face 


fhe same situation again,” 
said WFP’s regional direc¬ 
tor Muhannad Hadi. 

Since the 2011 start of the 
Syrian conflict, more than 
4 million Syrians have fled 
to neighboring countries. 
Jordan hosts 629,000 Syr¬ 
ian refugees, including 
about 100,000 housed in 
refugee camps and more 
than half a million living in 
Jordanian communities. 
Largely unable to work 


legally, most urban refu¬ 
gees live in poverty. About 
440,000 have been receiv¬ 
ing WFP food vouchers, a 
mainstay of support, but 
the agency has had to re¬ 
duce food aid repeatedly 
in recent months. 

In August, food aid for the 
most vulnerable among 
the voucher recipients, or 
about 200,000 people, will 
drop from $28 to $14 per 
person per month and for 


the rest from $14 to $7, the 
WPF said. Food aid for the 
most vulnerable is secured 
through November at cur¬ 
rent funding levels, the 
agency said. For the rest, it 
would stop in September. 
The agency has expressed 
concern that deepening 
poverty will prompt more 
refugees to pull their sons 
out of school and send 
them to work or marry off 
daughters in their teens.Q 
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Freed Colombian warlord apologizes for atrocities 



In this 2007 photo, former paramilitary leader Freddy Rendon sits 
inside a court before a hearing in Medellin, Colombia. Rendon, 
better known by his alias “the German”, was released from jail 
Thursday, July 30, 2015. He is the most senior paramilitary com¬ 
mander to be freed after completing the maximum eight years 
stipulated in a law for former militia members who confess their 
war crimes to prosecutors and compensate victims. 

(AP Photo/ Luis Benavides) 

Report: Pinochet covered up 
burning death of US resident 


LUIS HENAO 
Associated Press 
SANTIAGO, Chile (AP) — 

U.S. documents published 
Friday indicate Chilean 
dictator Augusto Pinochet 
covered up the military's 
role in the burning death 
of a 19-year-old U.S. resi¬ 
dent during a 1986 protest, 
a case which drew world¬ 
wide condemnation and 
strained the regime’s rela¬ 
tionship with Washington. 
Declassified State Depart¬ 
ment cables from July 
1986 cited a source within 
Chile's national police 
force as saying a police 
report identifying those re¬ 
sponsible for the attack on 
Rodrigo Rojas and another 
teen. Carmen Quintana, 
was presented to Gen. Pi¬ 
nochet, who refused to be¬ 
lieve it. 

The cables were posted Fri¬ 
day by the National Secu¬ 
rity Archive, a non-profit or¬ 
ganization based in Wash¬ 
ington. 


The attack on Rojas, a 
photographer from Wash¬ 
ington D.C. whose moth¬ 
er was exiled from Chile, 
and 18-year-old Quintana 
came during a street pro¬ 
test on July 2, 1986. Wit¬ 
nesses said army units 
doused the two with gaso¬ 
line and set them ablaze, 
before abandoning them 
in a ditch on the outskirts of 
Santiago. Rojas died four 
days later and Quintana, a 
university student, suffered 
severe burns. 

Pinochet accused Rojas 
and Quintana of being ter¬ 
rorists who were burned by 
firebombs they planned 
to use against barricades. 
Chile's army denied any in¬ 
volvement. 

At the time, the burning 
attack drew broad con¬ 
demnation from govern¬ 
ments and rights groups. 
The administration of U.S. 
President Ronald Reagan 
demanded a full investiga¬ 
tion and judicial action.Q 


JOSHUA GOODMAN 
Associated Press 
BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) — 

One of Colombia's most- 
feared right-wing warlords 
has been released from jail 
and apologized Friday for 
his atrocities. 

Freddy Rendon, better 
known by his alias “El Ale¬ 
man,” "The German,” 
walked free from a maxi¬ 
mum security prison in Me¬ 
dellin late Thursday. 
Speaking to Blu Radio less 
than 24 hours later, the 
former paramilitary com¬ 
mander said he was “re¬ 
gretful and embarrassed” 
over heinous crimes com¬ 
mitted by his 1,500 troops in 
the northern Gulf of Uraba 
region during the bloodi¬ 
est chapter of Colombia’s 
long-running conflict in the 
1990s. Among the atroci¬ 


ties he was pressed about 
on air was the 1997 decapi¬ 
tation of a peasant farmer, 
Marino Lopez, whose mur¬ 
der during a joint army- 
paramilitary operation led 
the Inter-American Court 
of Human Right to con¬ 
demn the Colombian state 
in 2013. 

In the interview, Rendon 
acknowledged that one 
of his combatants, without 
authorization, did slash off 
Lopez's head with a ma¬ 
chete. But he denied wit¬ 
ness testimonies that the 
severed head was then 
used as a soccer ball to in¬ 
still fear in the community. 
“This is borderline morbid 
and a sort of psychological 
depravity,” he said. 

Rendon is the most senior 
paramilitary commander 
to be freed after complet¬ 


ing the maximum eight 
years stipulated in a law for 
former militia members who 
confess their war crimes to 
prosecutors and compen¬ 
sate victims. 

More than 30,000 militia 
members laid down their 
arms between 2003 and 
2006 as a result of a peace 
deal with former President 
Alvaro Uribe. 

Several other paramilitary 
leaders are in line to be re¬ 
leased, but their furloughs 
are held up over objections 
they aren't fully cooperat¬ 
ing with the justice system. 
The 13 most important com¬ 
manders of the United Self- 
Defense Forces, or AUC, 
were extradited in 2008 to 
the United States, where 
they are expected to serve 
much longer sentences on 
drug-trafficking charges. □ 
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RED FISH DELICIOUS DISHES 

• 'A Lb Fresh Fish $10.85 

• 1 Lb Fresh Fish $20.00 

• V 2 Lb Fresh Shrimp $15.40 

• 1 Lb Fresh Shrimp $25.70 

• 1 Lb Fish & Shrimps $25.70 

• Calco (conch) & Shrimp $25.15 

in creole or garlic sauce 

• Balchi di Pisca (2 fish cakes ) $10. 

• Fish Soup $6.90 
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RED FISH MENU SAMPLE 

• Fish Filet pan fried $18.55 

with creole or garlic sauce 

• Calco "Conch" $21.70 

in creole or garlic sauce 

• Pan fried Lobster 6oz $20.00 

• Filet Mignon 6oz. Angus $18.30 

• Chicken Sate $10.85 


CALL NOW 
FOR RESERVATIONS 
OR TAKE OUT! 


Tel: (297) 280-6666 


Open daily from 11:30am - 10:00pm (closed on Mondays) • Orange Mall Sasaki 
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Currency crisis has Venezuelans struggling to call abroad 


HANNAH DREIER 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— Venezuelans are strug¬ 
gling to call abroad as 
telephone carriers fall be¬ 
hind on payments to inter¬ 
national partners amid a 
currency crisis that is leav¬ 
ing the country increas¬ 
ingly cut off from the rest of 
the world. 

The South American na¬ 
tion's largest private tele¬ 
phone operator, Movistar, 
quietly ended service to 
all but 10 countries in May. 
The other major private 
operator here, Digitel, cut 
service to more than 100 
countries around the same 
time, and later told con¬ 
gress it was tens of millions 
of dollars in debt to foreign 
providers. 

The changes have not 
been formally announced. 
Instead, Venezuelans are 
making the unhappy dis¬ 
covery when they dial an 
international number and 
bump into an ominous pre¬ 
recorded error message. 
Caracas shopkeeper Wilm- 
er Ruiz realized last week 
that he couldn’t call his 
family in Cuba or a friend 
who immigrated to Ecua¬ 
dor. Both countries have 
been staunch allies of Ven¬ 
ezuela's 16-year socialist 
revolution. 

“We're just falling behind 
the rest of the world in ev¬ 
ery way,” Ruiz said. 

Internet calling services 


like Skype go only so far 
toward resolving the issue. 
Many people don't have 
easy access to WiFi, so they 


have to rely on cellphone 
data packages that can 
be prohibitively expensive. 
And pay-as-you-go ser¬ 
vices that allow for cheap 
calls to cellphones over the 
Internet require a foreign 
credit card, which most 
Venezuelans don’t have. 

In Ruiz’s case, his friend in 
Ecuador can’t afford a full 
data plan and his Cuban 
family has no Internet ac¬ 
cess. 

Phone service was spotty 


in Venezuela even in bet¬ 
ter days. Though when a 
call does go through, inter¬ 
national rates are capped 


at basement prices, with 
a four-hour call to Hong 
Kong costing less than 50 
cents at the black market 
exchange rate. 

The phones are just the lat¬ 
est things to go as currency 
rationing cuts Venezuela 
off from global trade. 
Foreign airlines have aban¬ 
doned the country over 
the past year because of 
Venezuela’s limits on re¬ 
patriating profits. Last year, 
the state-run postal service 


indefinitely suspended in¬ 
ternational mail deliveries. 
In the spring, the govern¬ 
ment slashed the amount 


of local currency citizens 
are allowed to convert into 
dollars when they travel 
abroad to as little as $300, 
essentially blocking vaca¬ 
tions for anyone who can’t 
afford to buy currency on 
the black market. 
Decade-old regulations re¬ 
quire companies and indi¬ 
viduals to get government 
approval for converting 
local bolivars into dollars. 
And with the administra¬ 
tion running low on dollars 


itself amid a general eco¬ 
nomic collapse, officials 
have been increasingly 
reluctant to part with any 
foreign currency. 

Digitel has not received 
any dollars since 2014, 
company president Oswal- 
do Cisneros told congress 
in June. Venezuela’s state- 
owned provider, CANTV, 
took the rare step this year 
of acknowledging in its an¬ 
nual report that the lack of 
access to dollars has lim¬ 
ited its growth. 

CANTV, which industry ex¬ 
perts say provides about 40 
percent of the country's in¬ 
ternational calling service, 
did not return requests for 
comment on whether it is 
cutting destinations. Fed¬ 
eration of Telecommu¬ 
nication Workers leader 
Evencio Chacon, who rep¬ 
resents the company's em¬ 
ployees, said international 
service has been scaled 
back. Diplomats at the 
German, Romanian, Aus¬ 
trian and Dutch embas¬ 
sies also report problems 
calling home. All spoke on 
condition of anonymity to 
avoid upsetting delicate 
relations with the govern¬ 
ment. Movistar is maintain¬ 
ing service only to the 10 
most-called destinations— 
Aruba, Spain, Italy, the 
U.S. and six Latin American 
countries, said Adriana Di 
Genova, a spokeswom¬ 
an for parent company 
Telefonica. □ 



A woman talks on her cellphone as she walks past a Movistar sign in Caracas, Venezuela, 
Thursday, July 30, 2015. Movistar the country’s largest private operator quietly cut off almost all 
long distance service two months ago. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos) 


Venezuela occupies food warehouse of biggest private company 


HANNAH DREIER 
JORGE RUEDA 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— Venezuela's largest food 
distributor this week de¬ 
nounced the government 
occupation of a Caracas 
warehouse amid accusa¬ 
tions that the company is 
hoarding goods. 

Soldiers took over the ware¬ 
house complex used by Em- 
presas Polar late Wednes¬ 
day just as Venezuela’s 
federation of brewers an¬ 
nounced that Polar’s beer 
manufacturing subsidiary is 
shutting two of its six plants 
because of a lack of im¬ 
ported barley. 

The South American oil-ex¬ 


porting nation is grappling 
with chronic shortages of all 
kinds of staples from sugar 
to toilet paper, which busi¬ 
nesses blame on the social¬ 
ist government’s economic 
policies. 

President Nicolas Maduro 
has accused Polar of sab¬ 
otaging the economy by 
hoarding goods and inten¬ 
tionally creating shortages, 
a charge the company de¬ 
nies. As December congres¬ 
sional elections approach, 
Maduro has been levying 
frequent attacks on sectors 
that he claims are staging 
an economic war against 
Venezuelans. 

Workers said the takeover 
was intended to provide 


land for new houses, an¬ 
other resource that has be¬ 
come scarce in Caracas in 
recent years, pushing peo¬ 
ple to live in shacks in the 
hills outside the city. 

Polar executive Manuel Fe¬ 
lipe Larrazabal asked the 
administration to reconsider 
the occupation, saying it 
had already paralyzed the 
company’s supply chain in 
the capital. 

“We're not questioning 
the desire to build homes, 
which are so necessary, 
but we wonder why there 
is this need to disrupt active 
industrial facilities,” he said 
Thursday. 

The Ministry of Housing de¬ 
clined to comment on the 


takeover of the complex, 
which is also used by sev¬ 
eral other large companies, 
including PepsiCo Inc. and 
Nestle SA. 

Some of the 650 employ¬ 
ees that Polar said work at 
the warehouse protested 
against the seizure as armed 
police looked on. Govern¬ 
ment supporters staged a 
counter-demonstration out¬ 
side the complex. By night¬ 
fall, the crowds had mostly 
gone home. 

It has been a rough couple 
of weeks for Polar. 

In addition to the beer plant 
closures, which the brewers' 
federation said could af¬ 
fect a quarter of domestic 
beer production. Polar has 


also been embroiled in a 
dispute with union workers 
demanding pay raises. 
Members of some of the 
dozens of unions represent¬ 
ing Polar workers have lim¬ 
ited distribution of the small 
bottles of light beer that are 
favored in Venezuela. While 
there are no signs of short¬ 
ages on shelves so far, the 
company says it is struggling 
to get deliveries to the cen¬ 
tral part of the country. 
Earlier this month, the head 
of Venezuela's liquor store 
federation warned that the 
nation was about to run out 
of beer because brewers 
had reached “zero hour” 
amid widespread shortages 
in raw materials.Q 























Loyal Family Members Honored at the Marriott Ocean Club 



PALM BEACH - Recently ity had the great pleasure loyal and friendly Visitors Ocean Club as Distin- 
the Aruba Tourism Author- of honoring a group of of Aruba af the Marriott guished Visitors and Am¬ 


bassadors of Goodwill. 
The symbolic honorary 
titles are presented in the 
name of the Minister of 
Tourism as a token of ap¬ 
preciation for guests who 
visit Aruba for 10-to-19 
and 20-to-34 consecutive 
years. 

The honorees were Mr. 
Bernard Schipper of Am- 
stelveen, Holland, the 
young man John Hollen¬ 
beck of Montvale, New 
Jersey, and Mr. Matthew 
and Mrs. Hope Cunning¬ 
ham of Ridgewood, New 
Jersey. The honorees are 
loyal members of the Mar¬ 
riott Ocean Club and they 
love Aruba very much be¬ 
cause of the friendly peo¬ 
ple, the climate, beaches, 
restaurants, and being on 
Aruba and staying at the 
Ocean Club is like being 
home for them. They are 
all accompanied by their 
family and are having 
a good time on Aruba. 
The certificates were pre¬ 
sented by Mr. Ernest Giel 
representing the Aruba 
Tourism Authority together 
with Ms. Lisette Bouwman, 
Ms. Lilian Britten and staff 
members from at the Mar¬ 
riott Ocean Club. □ 
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Gold Coast: 

Aruba’s premiere Residential Community enters its final phase of development 


MALMOK - When Gold 
Coast broke ground in the 
mid 90s, local developers, 
Cas Bon NV„ expressed 
their desire to make it into 
the premiere residential 
community on the island. 
They envisioned finely de¬ 
signed high quality homes 
and infrastructure, and 
later on, past the construc¬ 
tion phase, providing high 
quality services compat¬ 
ible with five star resorts, 
as homes and condos be¬ 
come occupied. 

Looking back at those ear¬ 
ly days, developers note 



opportunity with only a few 
lots available suitable for 
the construction of homes, 
and only a few 2/3 bed¬ 
room condos for sale in its 
inventory. 

The development, now 
over 80% sold out, is inviting 
investors to visit the gated 
community, and tour its 
condos, townhouses and 
luxury villas. 

Your dream of a home fo 
call your own on fhe Island 
paradise of Aruba may be¬ 
come a reality, within the 
affordable premiere Resi¬ 
dential Community, in pres- 



with great satisfaction that 
their vision translated itself 
info a beautiful neighbor¬ 
hood, populated by a 
satisfied and growing cus¬ 
tomer-base, enhance by a 
sterling reputation among 
financial institutions. 

Cas Bon NV was already 
popular in the local market 
delivering affordable hous¬ 
ing when it ventured into 
the condo and villa mar¬ 
ket with its locally financed 
Gold Coast project on 
Malmokweg, and remark¬ 


ably throughout the many 
phases of construction, it 
remained true to the origi¬ 
nal Mediterranean and 
Caribbean architectural 
master-plan, with spacious 
two level homes, 
and upscale condos, deliv¬ 
ering on all its promises for 
attractive amenities, from 
picturesque plazas and 
fountains to lush landscap¬ 
ing. 

Now in its final phase of 
consfrucfion Gold Coast is 
offering a not-to-be missed 





tigious Malmok, just blocks 
away from the scenic 
Northwest Coastline and 
the Island’s most beautiful 
sandy white beaches and 
crystal waters. 

For quality, design, style, 
security and convenience, 
the address is Gold Coast, 
and hurry up as the devel¬ 
opment just recently en¬ 
tered its final phaseO 
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THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide voriely at 
Relail & Dining Ouileis, 

Satan & Spa Services, 
Souvenirs and mare. 


CASINO AND SHOPS 
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Get yours this weekend at the Love Festival: 

SunSmiles Sandals is Taking this Summer by Storm 


ORANJESTAD (July 30th, 2015) - 

From expanding its locations to 
gracing the feet of the most beau¬ 
tiful girls on the island, SunSmiles 
Sandals has been out and about 
during Summer 2015. The custom¬ 
izable footwear line is becoming 
the go to accessory for those who 
want to show their personal sense 
of fashion. If you have not gotten 
your pair already, this weekend 
SunSmiles Sandals will be part of 
the Love Festival taking place at 
the Fishermen’s Huts. 

The delegates from the Miss Teen 
International Aruba got to live the 
SunSmiles Sandals experience this 
month and got creative mixing the 
different rings and embellishments. 
During the final night, the lovely 
Marshelie Kock received a prize 
from SunSmiles Sandals for having 
the greatest social media impact 
of her image with the pair she fash¬ 
ioned at the Ostrich Farm, where 
the brand has its flag store. 
SunSmiles Sandals is the easiest 
way to find the perfect match for 
your outfit; just choose the color or 
pattern you need from our ever 
expanding collection of ribbons 



and socks and you are done. 
The demand for the flexible and 
comfortable footwear is increas¬ 
ing between women of all ages; 
therefore SunSmiles Sandals Aruba 
recently opened a new location. 
The Ripples at La Cabana Beach 
Resort is the latest place on the is¬ 
land where you can find the whole 
SunSmiles Sandals collection, in¬ 



cluding girl’s sizes. 

Get to know SunSmiles Sandals 
while enjoying the sun, beach and 
lots of music at this weekend's 
Love Festival. Check out the Gladi¬ 
ator model in the festival's colors at 
our booth at the entrance of the 
Festival Arena. One of the friendly 
SunSmiles Sandals representative 
will be glad to show you the many 


options, sizes, colors and styles. 

For more information, visit the Sun¬ 
Smiles Sandals Aruba page on 
Facebook or one of the Red Sail 
Sports' boutiques at the Hyatt lob¬ 
by, Waves on the Beach behind 
the Radisson Resort or Moomba 
Beach. In the photos you can see 
a few of the possibilities for the 
Love FestivalO 
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As Mussel Season Begins ; 

At Papillon, Yrseke Mussels Day Celebrations in the Works 




PALM BEACH - This year's 
Mussels season has started 
again at Papillon Restau¬ 
rant. 

Every Thursday till Sunday 
we offer our specially pre¬ 
pared mussels, in the ro¬ 
mantic atmosphere of our 
restaurant. 

For all the Mussel lovers, we 
are celebrating the Yrseke 
Mussels Day at Papillon on 
the 15th of August, a spe¬ 
cial buffet with a choice 



of differently prepared 
mussels, side dishes, vege¬ 
tables and sauces, paired 
with beautiful wines. A per¬ 
fect culinary night com¬ 


pleted with live music. 
Please make your reserva¬ 
tion as soon as possible, to 
make sure you can attend 
this night. 


Reservations are preferred: 
reservations® papillonaru- 
ba.com 

Or call: 586-5400 
www.papillonaruba.comQ 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “from the pier to your plate!” 



ORANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of Drift¬ 
wood Fishing Charters, the 
successful fisherman of the 
established seafood restau¬ 
rant Driftwood in Oranjestad. 
Driftwood owner Herby 


Merryweater has a love and 
passion for fishing. 

A fisherman who knows about fish, 
what our local waters have to offer, 
and what the words :fresh seafood” 
really mean. 

What Herby catches will be served 
in his restaurant on the same day. 
Herby loves to share his fishing 
passion with the many visitors to 
the island. His fleet of a 35ft. Twin 
Engine Bertram yacht and a 50ft. 
Twin Engine Post yacht, 
appropriately called “Driftwood I 
and II, is available for charters on 
12 noon and from 1pm to 5pm. 




Winners of Inti. LUHRS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament 2009 


Catch your own dinner 

A charter includes: captain, mate 
all fishing equipment, bait, sodas 
and bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and snacks are 
also included. 

You can call Herby directly at (297) 
592 4040 or go to www.drftwooda- 
ruba.com 

Driftwood Restaurant. This 
authentic Aruban seafood restau¬ 
rant is located in characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. Their 


extended menu has been jubled by 
many. Driftwood offers daily spe¬ 
cials, as well as a delicious 4-course 
menu for just $25.95 Charter deep 
sea fishing rates: $400 - 1/2 day • 
$760 - full day. Rates per boat Max. 
6 people. Driftwood Restaurant 
Authentic Aruban Seafood Res¬ 
taurant; Klipstraat #12, Downtown 
Oranjestad. Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www. d riftwooda ru ba. com 
Open hours: every day, from 5pm till 
10:30pm. Sunday Closed. 




















NL Capsules 



San Diego Padres’ Justin 
Upton trots past third base 
after hitting a ninth-inning, 
three-run home run off New 
York Mets relief pitcher Jeu- 
rys Familia in a rain-delayed 
baseball game in New York, 
Thursday, July 30, 2015. 

Associated Press 

Upton hits 3- 
run HR in ninth. 
Pods beat Mets 

The Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Justin 
Upton hit a three-run homer 
through a driving rain with 
two outs in the ninth inning, 
and San Diego stunned 
New York, overcoming 
a six-run deficit during a 
game delayed nearly four 
hours by two storms. 

With a darkening sky over¬ 
head, Jeurys Familia en¬ 
tered with a 7-5 lead and 
got two quick outs in the 
ninth before a torrential 
downpour stopped play. 
Frustrated, the Mets closer 
stood on the mound as the 
other players cleared the 
field. 

When play resumed 44 
minutes later. Derrick Nor¬ 
ris fell behind 0-2 before 
singling for his career-high 
fifth hit. Matt Kemp singled 
as the rain began again 
and Upton, in what could 
be his final at-bat with the 
Padres, sent the first pitch 
soaring to right-center for 
San Diego's first lead.Q 
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Washington Nationals starting pitcher Max Scherzer (31) throws 
in the first inning of a baseball game against the Miami Marlins, 
Thursday, July 30, 2015, in Miami. 

Associated Press 


NL Capsules 

Continued from Page 17 

Afrer Yangervis Solarte 
grounded out, play was 
halted again, this time for 
2:52. Craig Kimbrel then 
was perfect in a 5-minute 
ninth for his 30th save, in 
front of just several hun¬ 
dred fans. 

CARDINALS 9, ROCKIES 8 

ST. LOUIS (AP) — Matt 
Carpenter hit a pair of 
home runs and Greg Gar¬ 
cia's bases-loaded walk 
capped a three-run rally in 
the ninth inning as St. Louis 
beat Colorado. 

Carpenter went 4 for 5 with 
four RBIs after moving back 
to the leadoff spot. It was 
his first career multihomer 
game and he has a ca¬ 
reer-high 12 home runs this 
season. 

Jhonny Peralta’s two-run 
single off Rockies closer 
John Axford tied the game 
at 8-all and Garcia’s walk 
scored Kolten Wong as the 
Cardinals recorded their 
seventh walk-off win of the 
season. 

Axford (3-5) took his third 


loss in his last four outings. 
Cardinals starter Carlos 
Martinez gave up five runs 
on 10 hits in five innings. 
Carlos Villanueva (4-3) 
earned the win. 

NATIONALS 1, MARLINS 0 
MIAMI (AP) — Max Scherz¬ 
er scattered three hits over 
seven innings, Jonathan 
Papelbon got his first save 
for Washington with a per¬ 
fect ninth inning and the 
Nationals beat Miami. 
Backed by Ryan Zimmer¬ 
man’s second-inning hom¬ 
er off Dan Haren, Scher¬ 
zer (11-8) struck out six and 
lowered his ERA to 2.22. 
Former closer Drew Storen 
pitched a perfect eighth, 
striking out two in his new 
setup role. 

Papelbon, acquired Tues¬ 
day from Philadelphia, 
retired Ichiro Suzuki on a 
comebacker, got Christian 
Yelich to line out and struck 
out pinch-hitter Michael 
Morse for his 18th save in 18 
chances this season. 

Haren (7-7) gave up four 
hits in six innings and low¬ 
ered his ERA to 3.42. 

CUBS 5, BREWERS 2 


MILWAUKEE (AP) — An¬ 
thony Rizzo hit a three-run 
homer with two out in the 
eighth inning, and Chica¬ 
go beat Milwaukee. 

The Cubs won for the third 
time in four games since 
fhey were swept in a week¬ 
end series against lowly 
Philadelphia. Rizzo finished 
wifh three hits and Dexter 
Fowler went 2 for 4. 

Jimmy Nelson pitched sev¬ 
en innings of two-hit ball for 
Milwaukee, buf Chicago 


rallied in the eighth. Ad¬ 
dison Russell and Fowler 
singled against Jeremy Jef- 
fress before Will Smith (4-2) 
came in. 

Smith retired his first two 
batters, but Rizzo connect¬ 
ed for his 18th homer to 
give the Cubs a 3-2 lead. 
REDS 15, PIRATES 5 
CINCINNATI (AP) — Bran¬ 
don Phillips hit a pair of 
three-run homers and 
drove in a career-high sev¬ 
en runs, powering the Reds 



to a victory that kept Pitts- 
burgh winless in Cincinnati 
this season. 


The Reds opened the sea¬ 
son with a three-game 
sweep of fhe Pirafes at 
Great American Ball Park. 
They improved to 4-0 on 
Thursday night by taking 
advantage of struggling 
A.J. Burnett (8-5), sending 
the Pirates to their most 
lopsided loss of the season. 
Pittsburgh hadn’t allowed 
so many runs since a 15-5 
loss to Arizona on Aug. 17, 
2013. 

Marlon Byrd also hit a three- 
run homer, and Jay Bruce 
drove in three runs with a 
sacrifice fly and a double 
as the Reds improved to 
8-2 overall against the Pi¬ 
rates this season. 
Left-hander David Holm- 
berg (1-0) was called up 
from Triple-A and allowed 
two runs and five hits in six 
innings. 

PHILLIES 4, BRAVES 1 

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Do- 
monic Brown homered and 
Aaron Harang snapped his 
losing streak at eight starts, 
leading Philadelphia to a 
victory over Atlanta.□ 





Aruhiba Cigars, Aruba’s only hand rolled cigars! 

jjso t f S U mutter ofprestige und cpiulity ... With the purchase of $ 20 _+^up^ present this ad 


With the purchase of $20 + up, present this ad 
and receive a FREE Arubiha Cigar 

ORANJESTAD- Benjamin Petrocchi, 
a true native Aruban started the newest export 
product of Aruba, locally produced hand rolled 
cigars called “Aruhiba”. These cigars are 
produced and cultivated in Aruba. Petrocchi 
always had a interest in the cigar business and 
has also sold Premium Cuban Cigars, and now 
he is growing his own tobacco crops. After 
many attempts and trips to Santo Domingo and 
Cuba, he started his own production and 
cultivation of Aruhiba Cigars in Aruba. The 
whole process took him 10 years to perfect. 

Petrocchi dedication to the cigars is important 
for the moulding and process of making a 
perfect cigar which takes a long time. Their 
handmade cigar box is specially designed with 
their “Aruhiba” logo. Petrocchi considers 
Aruhiba as a promotion for Aruba through its fine cigars. The company sells Aruhiba to the 
international markets as well. Visit their retail store located in front of the Historic Dutch 
Windmill in front of the RIO Hotel, with any purchase of $20 and up you receive a free 
“Aruhiba” cigar or ask for their gift box of 5 cigars get 1 FREE for only $37. They open from 
Monday to Saturday from 9 am till 6:30 pm and on Sundays from 10 am to 4 pm. Aruhiba 
cigars are now available at the gift stores in your resort and at well-known cigar stores. For their 
complete selection and attractive by the box prices visit their retail store. Tours are also 

available at their Tobacco farm where their 
cigars are grown and rolled. Winner of the 
best of Aruba. The best local product. 
Cigars in Tubes Arabian design. 

For a group or private tour, call 586-7833 / 
593-6177 or send them an email at 
arahibacigars@gmail. com 
www. arahibacigars .com 


Owner Benjamin Petrocchi 
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Woods in contention at Quicken Loans after a 5-under 66 


Tiger Woods watches his tee shot on the fifth tee during the second round of the Quicken Loans National golf tournament at the 
Robert Trent Jones Golf Club in Gainesville, Va., Friday, July 31, 2015. Associated Press 


BEN NUCKOLS 
Associated Press 
GAINESVILLE, Va. (AP) — Ti¬ 
ger Woods showed a rare 
flash of anger on a mostly 
stress-free day when his 
second shot on the eighth 
hole failed to clear a mas¬ 
sive fairway bunker. The 
best he could do was to 
squeeze it onto the front of 
the green. 

The mistake on the par-5 
hole set up the signature 
moment of a 5-under 66 on 
Friday in the Quicken Loans 
National that put Woods in 
contention for his first vic¬ 
tory in nearly two years. 
Woods sank the 36-foot 
birdie putt, which broke 
hard to the right and trick¬ 
led over a crest and into 
the hole. He celebrated 
with a vintage fist pump 
and smile. 

“If I keep hitting good 
putts, eventually they're 
going to go in,” Woods 
said. “I made my share on 
my back nine and espe¬ 
cially that bomb on eight. 
That was a bit lucky, but I'll 
take it.” 

Woods was tied for fifth, 
three shots behind Ryo 
Ishikawa, who was even 
par for the day before he 
birdied the last three holes 
at Robert Trent Jones Golf 
Club. Ishikawa had a 68 to 
reach 11 under, one shot 
ahead of Rickie Fowler, 
who also birdied the last 
three for a 65, and Kevin 
Chappell, who shot 68. 
Woods is the host and a 
two-time winner of the 
Quicken Loans National, 
which is being played at 
RTJ for the first time. 

His 66 was his best score 
in relation to par this year 
and only his seventh round 
in the 60s. In eight previous 
starts this year, he missed 
three cuts and withdrew 
once. His best finish is a tie 
for 17th at the Masters. 

Two years ago. Woods was 
ranked No. 1. Since then, he 


has had back surgery and 
changed his swing. Earlier 
this year, he struggled to 
make solid contact on ba¬ 
sic chip shots. His ranking 
has plummeted to 266th. 
“I know what I’m doing out 
there. It's just a matter of 
time before things start to 
click in,” Woods said. “Peo¬ 
ple want the immediate fix, 
the one tip that’s going to 
work for the rest of their life. 
It doesn't work that way.” 
Woods started on the back 
nine and made three pars 
before a shockingly bad 
tee shot on the par-5 14th. 
He slammed his driver to 
the turf as the ball traveled 
only 161 yards and failed 
to reach the fairway. That 
led to his only bogey of the 
day. 

“That kind of got me kick- 
started a little bit. Got me a 
little fired up," Woods said. 
On the next hole, he twirled 
his driver in satisfaction as 


the ball sailed down the 
middle of the fairway. He 
hit his approach to 3 feet 
for his first birdie of the day. 
From then on, he put on a 
flawless display of ball-strik¬ 
ing. 

Another long, accurate 
drive on the 18th led to a 
10-footer for birdie. On the 
first hole, he laid back with 
a 3-wood before hitting 
9-iron to 5 feet for another 
birdie. 

On the par-3 fourth, play¬ 
ing at 223 yards, he at¬ 
tacked a difficult pin and 
made a 20-foot putt, rais¬ 
ing his putter in the air as 
the ball dropped. He add¬ 
ed a two-putt birdie on the 
par-5 fifth before his dra¬ 
matics on 8. 

While Woods is trying to sal¬ 
vage his season, Fowler is 
hoping to build on a career 
year. Fowler won The Play¬ 
ers Championship in May 
and the Scottish Open in 


July, doubling his career 
victory total. 

He struggled with his driver 
Friday but made up for it 
with putting. On the 18th, 
Fowler raised his putter 
and started walking before 
his 27-foot birdie putt went 
down, and then high-fived 
caddie Joe Skovron. 
“Probably hit it worse 
today,” Fowler said. “I 
wouldn’t say I putted any 
better, just happened to 
get some that went in.” 
Playing three groups be¬ 
hind Fowler, Ishikawa had 
made four birdies and four 
bogeys when he nearly 
made his second hole-in- 
one of the tournament, 
hitting a 9-iron to 2 inches 
on the short par-3 16th. He 
tapped in for birdie and 
followed that up with a 13- 
foot birdie putt on 17 and a 
31-footer on 18. 

“My goal for this weekend 
is like 15 under, 16 under," 


Ishikawa said. “So I'm just 
here focused on that num¬ 
ber.” 

David Lingmerth, enjoying 
a breakout season thanks 
to his victory at the Memo¬ 
rial, made five birdies on his 
final nine holes for a 65. He 
was two shots back. 

The cut was 2 under, and 
Billy Hurley III made it on 
the number. After his sec¬ 
ond-round 70, he was in¬ 
formed that his father, Wil¬ 
lard Hurley Jr., had been 
located after disappearing 
for nearly two weeks. 
Woods was part of a group 
of nine players at 8 under. 
They included Jimmy Walk¬ 
er, who followed an open¬ 
ing 71 with a 63, including a 
holed fairway bunker shot 
from 112 yards for eagle. 

“I don't hit a lot of fairways 
anyway. It's not that big of 
a deal,” Walker said. “Bun¬ 
kers out here are nice. I hit 
some good shots.”□ 
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Struggling Sandoval insists weight not a problem 


MIKE CRANSTON 
Associated Press 

BOSTON (AP) — In the midst of a 
season-long slump during his first 
season with the Boston Red Sox, 
Pablo Sandoval insisted Thursday 
he weighs the same as he did last 
season with San Francisco. 

The Venezuelan slugger was back 
in the lineup at third base against 
the Chicago White Sox on Thurs¬ 
day, a day after he was thrown 
out trying to score from first base 
on a ball that rolled to the wall. He 
exited the game on a hot, humid 
night with what the team called 
dehydration. 

Sandoval entered Thursday hit¬ 
ting a career-worst .262 with 34 
RBIs after leaving the World Series 
champion Giants to sign a $95 mil¬ 
lion, five-year deal contract with 
Boston. The 5-foot-11 (1.8-meter) 
Sandoval, nicknamed Kung Fu 
Panda, is listed at 255 pounds (116 
kilograms). 

"I’m still the same weight that I 
was last year, the weight that I fin¬ 
ished my season," Sandoval said. 
“I don’t get complaints about it. 
Do I have to keep working hard? 
Yes, I do." 



As rain falls, Boston Red Sox’s Pablo Sandoval is hit by a pitch after swinging 
during the fourth inning of a baseball game against the Chicago White Sox in 
Boston, Thursday, July 30, 2015. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer) 

Associated Press 


Manager John Farrell said the 
team has discussed weight, condi¬ 
tioning and diet with Sandoval, a 
two-time All-Star who turns 30 next 
month. 

“The one thing we do know is 
there is a wide range in which (his 
weight) will fluctuate, and that’s 


been consistent year to year with 
Pablo,” Farrell said. “His work ethic 
in the weight room, his work eth¬ 
ic on the field is consistent. It has 
been since the first day he got on 
the field with us here. ... And yet 
there have been challenges that 
we’ve become aware of over the 


course of his career, that you’re 
trying to align a number of things. 
That’s the consistency to the work 
routine as well as the nutritional 
side of things." 

Farrell acknowledged the Red Sox 
thought they were getting an av¬ 
erage fielder. Instead, Sandoval 
has had trouble coming up with 
balls hit near the line. He’s com¬ 
mitted 12 errors in 89 games after 
making 11 errors in 151 games a 
year ago. 

Farrell said they’d like Sandoval to 
play deeper. 

“The closer he is to home plate, 
the less reaction time. But there’s 
been some footwork that’s been 
addressed, particularly in his pre¬ 
pitch setup," Farrell said. “There’s 
been some detection that his first 
move is to come up instead of lat¬ 
erally. We’ve sat with him on video 
and reviewed it, and he continues 
to work on it in his pregame rou¬ 
tine. Yet there’s still times where it 
does not play out on the field." 
Sandoval shrugged off a question 
about his conditioning and said he 
feels comfortable at the plate. 

“I don’t care what people say," 
Sandoval said, “I feel great.”0 















Astros 
bat to 

The Associated Press 
HOUSTON (AP) — Jason 
Castro hit a three-run hom¬ 
er with two outs in the ninth 
inning to give the Houston 
Astros a 3-0 victory and 
a three-game sweep of 
the Los Angeles Angels on 
Thursday night. 

The win moves first-place 
Houston two games 
ahead of the Angels in the 
AL West. 

It was 0-0 to start the bot¬ 
tom of the ninth inning. 
Jed Lowrie drew a walk off 
Jose Alvarez (2-2) with one 
out before a two-out single 
by Marwin Gonzalez. Cas¬ 
tro then launched his two- 
out shot off Fernando Salas 
into the seats in right field 
to give Houston the win. 
Luke Gregerson (4-1) 
pitched a scoreless ninth 
for the win. 

Scott Kazmir allowed three 
hits and struck out five in 7 
2/3 scoreless innings in the 
first start for the Astros in 
his hometown and his sec¬ 
ond since a trade from the 
Oakland Athletics. 

RANGERS 7, YANKEES 6 
ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) — 
Josh Hamilton delivered 
a game-ending RBI single 
with two outs in the ninth 
inning and Texas beat AL 
East-leading New York. 
Hamilton also had a three- 
run homer for the Rangers, 
who scored the winning 
run after a wild ninth to split 
the four-game series. 

Delino DeShields drew a 
leadoff walk in the ninth off 
Nick Goody (0-1), who was 
making his major league 
debut. Yankees closer An¬ 
drew Miller got Elvis Andrus 
out on a deep fly ball be¬ 
fore DeShields became 
the second out when he 
was hit on the foot by Leo- 
nys Martin's hard shot while 
running the bases. 

Martin went to second on 
Adrian Beltre’s walk and 
scored when Hamilton sin¬ 
gled to right. 

Mark Teixeira homered 
twice for the Yankees, and 
Brian McCann also went 
deep. 

INDIANS 3, ATHLETICS 1 
OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) — 


AL Capsules 

win on last at- 
sweep Angels 


Carlos Carrasco threw a 
two-hitter, Carlos Santana 
hit a two-run homer and 
Cleveland beat Oakland. 
Francisco Lindor had two 
hits for the Indians, who 
won their second straight 
following a six-game losing 
streak. 

Josh Reddick doubled in a 
first-inning run for the A’s, 
who have lost six of their 
last seven. 

Carrasco did not allow a 
hit after Reddick’s double, 
facing one over the mini¬ 
mum from that point. He 
walked one and struck out 
seven. He was coming off 
his worst start of the season 
in which he allowed six runs 
in four innings. 

Chris Bassitt (0-4) gave up 
three runs, his season high, 
on six hits. He walked one 
and struck out a season- 
best six. 

BLUE JAYS 5, ROYALS 2 
TORONTO (AP) — Dion- 
er Navarro hit a two-run 
home run, Russell Martin 
and Josh Donaldson add¬ 
ed solo shots and Toronto 
beat Kansas City. 

The Blue Jays, who ac¬ 
quired star pitcher David 
Price from Detroit earlier 
in the day, have homered 
in 12 consecutive games 
since the All-Star break, 
their longest streak of the 
season. 

Price was not with the Blue 
Jays on Thursday but is ex¬ 
pected to join them Friday. 
Toronto has not said when 
Price will make his first start 
but Sunday is a possibility. 
Marco Estrada (8-6) al¬ 
lowed two runs and three 
hits in 5 2-3 innings. Estrada 
left after Lorenzo Cain's 
two-out single in the sixth 
ended his run of 15 straight 
outs. Brett Cecil came on 
and retired Eric Hosmer. 
LaTroy Hawkins pitched the 
seventh, Aaron Sanchez 
worked the eighth and Ro¬ 
berto Osuna finished for his 
sixth save. 

RED SOX 8, WHITE SOX 2 
BOSTON (AP) — Xander 
Bogaerts and David Ortiz 
each had three hits and 
Boston beat Chris Sale, 
snapping Chicago’s sev¬ 


en-game winning streak. 
Knuckleballer Steven 
Wright (4-4) pitched seven 
effective innings in Bos¬ 
ton’s third win in 15 games. 
Brock Holt had a two-run 
single in a four-run sixth. 
Jose Abreu hit a two-run 
homer in the first for the 
White Sox, who head 
home for a weekend se¬ 
ries against the Yankees 
after a 7-1 road trip moved 
them into contention for 
an AL wild-card spot. 

The first five batters 
reached in Boston’s four- 
run sixth before Sale (9- 
6) was lifted. He allowed 
seven runs and 12 hits in his 
worst start since April. 

TWINS 9, MARINERS 5 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Eddie 
Rosario finished a single shy 
of the cycle and drove in 
three runs to help Minne¬ 
sota snap a four-game skid 
with a victory over Seattle. 
Aaron Hicks and Brian Doz¬ 
ier also homered for the 
Twins, who had lost 10 of 
their previous 12 games. 
Phil Hughes (10-6) gave 
up five runs on 10 hits and 
struck out five in five in¬ 
nings and Joe Mauer ex¬ 
tended his hitting streak to 
11 games. 

Austin Jackson and Seth 
Smith hit two-run homers for 
the Mariners, who traded 
outfielder Dustin Ackley to 
the New York Yankees be¬ 
fore the game. J.A. Happ 
(4-6) gave up seven runs — 
six earned — on nine hits in 
3 1/3 innings. 

TIGERS 9, ORIOLES 8 
BALTIMORE (AP) — Yoenis 
Cespedes homered and 
drove in three runs and 
Detroit beat Baltimore af¬ 
ter shifting into rebuilding 
mode by trading two of 
their best pitchers. 

Mired in fourth place in the 
AL Central, Detroit dealt 
starter David Price to To¬ 
ronto and closer Joakim 
Soria to Pittsburgh the day 
before the non-waiver 
trade deadline. 

General manager Dave 
Dombrowski conceded, 
“I would much rather be 
acquiring than I would be 
trading. But it's just where 
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Houston Astros rip the jersey off Jason Castro, center, after he 
hit a walkoff three-run home run to defeat the Los Angeles 
Angels 3-0 in the ninth inning of a baseball game Thursday, 

July 30, 2015, in Houston. Associated Press 

we are at this point.” dealing, the Tigers kept 

After an active day of busy on the bases.Q 
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American Pharoah poised for more racing history in Haskell 



Assistant trainer Jimmy Barnes, right, holds Triple Crown winner American Pharoah in the stable 
area at Monmouth Park in Oceanport, N.J., Thursday, July 30, 2015. American Pharoah is prepar¬ 
ing for Sunday's running of the Haskell Invitational horse race. 

Associated Press 


RICHARD ROSENBLATT 
AP Racing Writer 

From a beauty salon in Bev¬ 
erly Hills to an intersection 
in Zurich people are talking 
about American Pharoah. 
Derek Jeter. Carrie Under¬ 
wood. Drew Brees. Even 
Cheech and Chong. All 
have chatted up either the 
owner, trainer or jockey of 
American Pharoah in the 
weeks after the horse be¬ 
came the first Triple Crown 
winner in 37 years with a 
sweep of the Kentucky 
Derby, Preakness and Bel¬ 
mont Stakes. 

“He’s captured the imagi¬ 
nation of the nation,” says 
Ahmed Zayat, the effusive 
Egyptian owner who trav¬ 
els the world on business 
and resides in Teaneck, 
New Jersey. “More than 
just a nation, if I dare say." 
On Sunday, American 
Pharoah returns to the 
races in the $1.75 million 
Haskell Invitational at Mon¬ 
mouth Park, the Jersey 
Shore track a few furlongs 
from the home of rocker 
Bruce Springsteen, whose 
classic “Born to Run" has 
become the Haskell pre¬ 
race anthem. 

On this day, though, Pharo¬ 
ah will be The Boss. 

“We have a legend here 
with American Pharoah,” 
says Dennis Drazen, a man¬ 
agement consultant to the 
track. “People are going 
to be talking about being 
there the day American 
Pharoah ran at Monmouth 
Park in the Haskell." 

Thrilled to have American 
Pharoah, track officials 
this week boosted the to¬ 
tal purse of the race by 
$750,000 to a record $1.75 
million. The winner's share 


is $1.1 million. A record 
crowd approaching 60,000 
is expected. A three-day 
“Pharoah Phan Phestival” 
began Friday, with give¬ 
aways, contests, and a 
chance for fans to watch 
American Pharoah on his 
morning gallops. 

The Triple Crown winner is 
the overwhelming 1-5 fa¬ 
vorite in an eight-horse field 
going 1 1/8 miles. 

“He has so many fans,” 
says trainer Bob Baffert, 
who said his wife, Jill, told 
him that a little TV was 
tuned in to the Belmont at 
the beauty salon she goes 
to in Beverly Hills, California. 
“There's people in front of 
his barn in fhe mornings, 
and people watching him 
gallop and cheering for 
him every time. It’s fun to 
really share him with the 
fans.” 

From the moment Ameri¬ 
can Pharoah won the Bel¬ 


mont, Zayat hasn't wa¬ 
vered in his desire to keep 
racing his prized horse — 
even though he’s sold the 
breeding rights for what 
could be as much as $30 
million, with a stud fee that 
could be in the $100,000 
range. 

“You wait a lifetime for a 
horse like this," says Zayat, 
who has spent tens of mil¬ 
lions of dollars in building 
Zayat Stables. “We want to 
enjoy this. There is nothing 
for us to prove other than 
continue to help the game 
and for people to enjoy 
this.” 

After the Belmont, Zayat 
flew off to Europe on busi¬ 
ness. He said as he was 
crossing a street in Zurich 
one day, a driver rolled 
down his window and 
called out, “Go Pharoah, 
go!” In London, he said 
he was recognized by a 
salesperson in Harrod’s 


who told him, “I know you 
from the TV. You ... you won 
the three things. American 
Pharoah, right?” 

At the ESPY’s, where Victor 
Espinoza won for best jock¬ 
ey, the Pharoah contingent 
was approached by retired 
Yankees' star Jeter, who 
wanted to pose for a pic¬ 
ture. Same with Yankees’ 
slugger Alex Rodriguez. 
“They are asking for a pic¬ 
ture with us?” says Zayat. 
“Really?” 

With social media and 
a 24/7 news cycle these 
days, American Pharoah 
may actually be more pop¬ 
ular than Secretariat, the 
1973 Triple Crown winner 
many consider the great¬ 
est racehorse of all. 
American Pharoah ap¬ 
pears in the August issue 
of Vogue magazine. He 
was paraded at Churchill 
Downs and Santa Anita 
Park before tens of thou¬ 


sands of fans. Zayat was 
featured on “Secret Lives 
of the Super Rich.” Es¬ 
pinoza signed on with 
Steiner Sports Marketing. 
A Pharoah website is a re¬ 
cent addition to the Twitter 
accounts of Zayat and his 
son and racing manager, 
Justin. 

“People know what he’s 
doing every step, and ev¬ 
erybody knows where he 
is,” says the white-haired 
Baffert. “I might as well put 
a GPS on him. But he en¬ 
joys it and so it’s fun fo real¬ 
ly share him with the fans.” 
The goal is a final race in 
fhe $5 million Breeders' 
Cup Classic at Keeneland 
in Lexington, Kentucky on 
Oct. 31. Then, it's off to the 
breeding shed down the 
road at Coolmore’s Ash¬ 
ford Sfud. Plans have not 
been set for a next race af¬ 
ter the Haskell, but several 
are under consideration. 
The Haskell shapes up 
more as a public workout 
on national TV than a com¬ 
petitive race. The second 
betting choice in the field 
is Upstarf, who finished 18th 
in the Derby in his last race 
but finished second in the 
Florida Derby. Also entered 
are Competitive Edge, 
Keen Ice, Mr Jordan, Non¬ 
na's Boy, Top Clearance 
and Dontbetwithbruno. 
Baffert fares pretty well 
in the Haskell. The Hall of 
Famer has won it a record 
seven times, including four 
of the last five years. 

At times. Team Pharoah 
has been criticized for run¬ 
ning where it can make 
the most money before 
retirement, but Baffert and 
Zayat insist that's not the 
case.Q 



2010 champ Vincenzo Nibali to ride Spanish Vuelta 


PARIS (AP) — Vincenzo Ni¬ 
bali will compete in the 
Spanish Vuelta next month 
after failing to defend his 
Tour de France title. 

Nibali, who announced on 
Friday that he will ride the 
third and final Grand Tour 
of the season alongside As¬ 
tana teammates Fabio Aru 


and Mikel Landa, finished 
fourth in the Tour. 

The Italian rider, who won 
a Tour stage in the Alps af¬ 
ter struggling during the first 
two weeks of the race, fin¬ 
ished more than eight min¬ 
utes behind race winner 
Chris Froome. 

The British rider has yet to 


confirm whether he will ride 
in the Vuelta, with Tour run¬ 
ner-up Nairo Quintana also 
considering taking part. 
Nibali won the Vuelta in 
2010, and the Giro d’ltalia 
in 2013. 

The Vuelta starts on Aug. 

22.Q 


Italy’s Vincenzo Nibali, front, Bauke Mollema of the Netherlands, in second position, and Poland's 
Ratal Majka, rear, are distanced after Nibali had a puncture during the twentieth stage of the Tour 
de France cycling race over 110.5 kilometers (68.7 miles) with start in Modane and finish in Alpe 
d’Huez, France, Saturday, July 25, 2015. 


Associated Press 
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Toyota robot can pick up after people, help the sick 



In this July 24,2015 photo, Toyota's engineer Kouichi Ikeda explains on new HSR, short for “human 
support robot,” at a welfare and nursing exposition in Yokohama, south of Tokyo. 

Associated Press 


YURI KAGEYAMA 
AP Business Writer 
YOKOHAMA, Japan (AP) 

— Toyota’s new robot that 
glides around like R2-D2 is 
devoted to a single task: 
picking things up. 

HSR, short for “human sup¬ 
port robot,” comes with 
a single mechanical arm 
that can grasp objects of 
various shapes and sizes 
and also pick up smaller 
items with a tiny suction 
cup. 

It doesn’t have other tricks 
in its repertoire, except for 
a computer panel on its 
head for surfing the Inter¬ 
net. A person can also ac¬ 
cess the robot from anoth¬ 
er computer and use it like 
a camera-phone. 

Kouichi Ikeda, its engi¬ 
neer, is serious about using 
it to help around regular 
homes. First people with 
disabilities, and then for 
the elderly in general. Pick¬ 
ing up is especially chal¬ 
lenging for people wifh 
spinal disorders and other 
ailments that hamper the 
ability to stoop down and 
grab, he said. 

“Although it can only do 
one simple task of picking 
up, it’s already making dis¬ 
abled people quite happy. 
We're just getting stated, 
but eventually we want it 
to enter people’s homes,” 


Ikeda said at an exhibition 
of health care technology 
in Yokohama, southwest of 
Tokyo. 

Nearly 40 percent of Ja¬ 
pan’s population will be 65 
or older by 2060, and with 
the rest of the developed 
world and some develop¬ 
ing nations following that 
track, Toyota is banking on 
the demand for robot help¬ 
ers to grow. 


“People feel more comfort¬ 
able asking a robot to pick 
up after them than asking 
a human helper,” said Ta- 
dashi Hatakenaka, man¬ 
ager and engineer at the 
Yokohama Rehabilitation 
Center. 

A robot like HSR is also ideal 
to replace service dogs, 
which go through special 
training to help people 
with various disabilities. 


including those who use 
wheelchairs, have balance 
issues or may be prone to 
seizures, he said. 

Toyota came up with the 
basic concept model for 
HSR in 2012. 

The revamped model, 
announced this month, 
is ready to enter universi¬ 
ties, research facilities and 
businesses from nexf year, 
in partnerships to develop 


more applications, so the 
robot can enter homes as 
quickly as possible. 

One drawback is cost. 
Mass production is need¬ 
ed for the price to come 
down. Toyota declined to 
give the current price. 
Ikeda showed how HSR 
can be controlled rela¬ 
tively easily by tapping on 
a tablet device, to fetch a 
TV remote-controller. 

The 135 centimeter (four- 
foot-four) tall robot has 
several cameras, including 
two on its head that look 
like its eyes, and sensors on 
its body. 

It scoots quietly around in 
all directions. 

Unlike the robotic arms 
at auto-assembly plants, 
HSR’s grip and bumps are 
designed to be soft so they 
can't hurt anyone. But it 
can pick up items weigh 
up to 1.2 kilograms (2.6 
pounds). 

There was no attempt to 
make its design cute, like 
the Pepper childlike robot 
that recently went on sale 
in Japan from Japanese 
Internet company Soft- 
bank Corp. 

Toyota has long been work¬ 
ing on robots, including a 
human-shaped one with 
fingers dexterous enough 
to play the trumpet. An¬ 
other plays the violin.Q 


IBM’s Watson computing 
technology learns Japanese 



IBM Watson Vice President Mike Rhodin speaks during a press 
conference at the company's Tokyo office in Tokyo, Thursday, 
July 30, 2015. 

Associated Pres 


YURI KAGEYAMA 
AP Business Writer 
TOKYO (AP) — The IBM 

Watson super-brainy com¬ 
puting technology, which 
has helped organize mas¬ 
sive data as well as beaten 
champions on the Jeopar¬ 
dy TV show, is now learning 
Japanese. 

IBM Watson, a unit of fhe 
U.S. technology and con¬ 
sulting company, said 
Thursday it was working 
with Japanese telecom¬ 
munications and robotics 
company Softbank Corp. 
to share Watson with start¬ 
ups and universities in Ja¬ 
pan for a variefy of con¬ 
sumer applicafions, sfarfing 
October. 

Watson Senior Vice Presi¬ 
dent Mike Rhodin told 


reporters that Watson, a 
cloud-based technology, 
is an effective tool in han¬ 
dling a large amount of 
unstructured data, such as 
clinical tests, information 
on drugs and regulations in 
the legal field. 

Since such informafion and 
knowledge has grown so 
enormous, and is constant¬ 
ly updated, no human can 
hope to keep up, he said. 
That’s where Watson can 
help. 

Watson has also proved ef¬ 
fective in education, such 
as online classes and advis¬ 
ing teachers. 

It can also help decide 
optimal travel plans, jug¬ 
gling options on hotels and 
flights. 

One example of a new 


partnership in Japan is with 
the University of Tokyo, 
which will use IBM’s Watson 
Genomic Analytics tech¬ 
nology, a cognitive com¬ 
puting system, 
to discover new cancer 
treatment options based 
on gene mutations — the 
first organization outside 
North America to use Wat¬ 
son Genomic Analytics. 
Watson already knows 
English, and has acquired 
Spanish, French and Portu¬ 
guese, and is set to learn 
Arabic next. 

IBM’s clients in Japan so far 
have been mosfly business 
clients. Softbank, which 
also has a telecommunica¬ 
tions business, was chosen 
as a partner to reach start¬ 
ups and consumers. 


The company showed a 
video in which Softbank's 
humanoid robot Pepper 
was a sales clerk at a Japa¬ 
nese electronics store. 
Pepper has cameras, sen¬ 
sors and voice recognition 
to simulate an emotional 
interaction with people. In 
the video, when the shop¬ 
per asked, “What’s good 
about a 4K TV?” Pepper 


used Watson to go into a 
database and give a run¬ 
down on its advantages. 
Rhodin said the world was 
undergoing an “informa¬ 
tion revolution,” flooded 
with newly generated com¬ 
puter data plus information 
from social media, includ¬ 
ing video, and what’s com¬ 
ing from Internet-connect¬ 
ed sensors and devices. □ 
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US stocks dip as energy stocks slump on earnings 


Honda records 
20 pet profit rise 
despite recalls 

YURI KAGEYAMA 
AP Business Writer 
TOKYO (AP) — Japanese 
automaker Honda report¬ 
ed Friday a 20 percent 
jump in fiscal first quar¬ 
ter profit on the back of 
a cheap yen that offset 
the damage from a mas¬ 
sive air bag recall. Honda 
Motor Co.'s April-June net 
profit totaled 186 billion 
yen ($1.5 billion), up from 
155.6 billion yen the same 
period the previous year. 
Quarterly sales gained 
nearly 16 percent to 3.7 tril¬ 
lion yen ($29.9 billion). The 
Tokyo-based maker of the 
Accord sedan and Odys¬ 
sey minivan has been the 
hardest hit among auto¬ 
makers from the costs re¬ 
lated to a global recall of 
Takata Corp.’s air bags 
that can explode. 

Takata has recalled almost 
34 million air bag inflators in 
the United States. Globally, 
the recalls number more 
than 57 million, although 
some of the vehicles are 
being recalled more than 
once. At least eight peo¬ 
ple have been killed and 
100 have been injured by 
Takata air bags, which can 
explode with too much 
force and spew shrapnel 
into the vehicle. 

Honda, which has a stake 
in Takata, relies heavily on 
the Tokyo-based air bag 
and seatbelt maker. 

Honda estimates its recalls 
related to Takata air bags 
worldwide at 24.5 million. 

It did not break down costs 
for the quality woes, but 
said that was part of the 
overall sales and adminis¬ 
trative expenses estimat¬ 
ed at 60 billion yen ($484 
million) for the fiscal year 
through March 2016. 

Results got a boost from 
healthy sales, especially 
in North America, where it 
introduced the HR-V sport 
utility vehicle and Acura 
TLX luxury model. The CR-V 
crossover also did well in 
the region.The cheap yen, 
which lifts the overseas 
earnings of Japanese ex¬ 
porters, also helped. The 
dollar has been trading at 
120 yen levels, up sharply 
from about 102 yen a year 
ago.Q 


KEN SWEET 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Stocks 
closed modestly lower Fri¬ 
day as oil titans Exxon Mobil 
and Chevron led a slump in 
energy stocks. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average lost 56.12 points, 
or 0.3 percent, to 17,689.86. 


The Standard & Poor’s 500 
index lost 4.71 points, or 0.2 
percent, to 2,103.92. The 
Nasdaq composite closed 
little changed, down half a 
point to 5,128.28. 

It's was a see-saw week for 
the market, but all three 
major indexes closed high¬ 
er by roughly 1 percent. 
Shares of Exxon Mobil and 
Chevron, the two largest 
publicly traded energy 
companies, fell roughly 5 
percent each on Friday. 
Both companies posted 
major declines in their year- 
over-year profits largely 


FRANKFURT, Germany 
(AP) — Plane maker Air¬ 
bus Group SE said Friday its 
net profit rose 5 percent in 
the second quarter to 732 
million euros ($805 million) 
despite a one-time charge 
stemming from the crash of 
one of its military transport 
planes in Spain. 

Profits were dented by a 


due to the big drop in the 
price of oil. 

In the case of Exxon, earn¬ 
ings fell 52 percent from a 
year earlier, causing the 
company to report its low¬ 
est quarterly profit since 
June 2009. Exxon shares 
fell $3.80, or 4.6 percent, to 
$79.21. 


Chevron, hurt by low oil 
prices and a write-off of 
some of its assets, reported 
its lowest profit in 13 years. 
The company reported a 
profit of 30 cents a share, 
well below the $1.13 ana¬ 
lysts expected. Chevron 
fell $4.55, or 4.9 percent, to 
$88.48. 

Exxon and Chevron 
dragged down other en¬ 
ergy stocks. The S&P 500 
energy sector slumped 2.6 
percent, its biggest drop 
since January. 

Energy companies have 
been a major drag on 


290 million euro charge re¬ 
lated to the May 9 crash of 
an A400M transport plane 
that killed four crew mem¬ 
bers. The crash stopped 
some flight test activities for 
weeks and led to produc¬ 
tion bottlenecks. 

The company, based in 
Toulouse, France, said it was 
working with customers to 


corporate earnings in the 
second quarter. S&P 500 
companies are on track for 
a 1.3 percent year-over- 
year decline in earnings, 
according to FactSet. If en¬ 
ergy were excluded, cor¬ 
porate profits would be up 
5.4 percent. 

Even with oil prices down 


more than 50 percent from 
a year ago, crude has con¬ 
tinued to fall. Oil prices de¬ 
clined sharply again Friday 
on continuing concerns 
over high global supplies 
and weak demand, help¬ 
ing push oil down 21 per¬ 
cent for the month. 
Benchmark U.S. crude fell 
$1.40 to close at $47.12 a 
barrel in New York. Crude 
fell $12.35 a barrel during 
the month, from $59.47 
at the end of June. Brent 
crude, a benchmark for 
international oils used by 
many U.S. refineries, fell 


agree on a new schedule 
for deliveries. The A400M 
program has run years be¬ 
hind schedule and cost bil¬ 
lions more than expected. 
Airbus CEO Tom Enders said 
the company was on track 
to achieve its earnings 
forecast for the year amid 
healthy demand for com¬ 
mercial aircraft. He said 


$1.10 to close at $52.21 in 
London. 

A disappointing economic 
report also weighed on 
stocks. 

U.S. wages and benefits 
grew at their slowest pace 
in 33 years in the spring, 
the Labor Department 
said, stark evidence that 
the improving job market is 
having little impact on pay- 
checks for most Americans. 
The slowdown likely reflects 
a sharp drop-off in bonus 
and incentive pay for some 
workers. 

The lackluster wage growth 
suggests that companies 
are still able to find the 
workers they need without 
boosting pay, a sign the 
job market is not yet back 
to full health. That could 
cause the Federal Reserve 
hold of any increase in in¬ 
terest rates. 

Bond prices rose after the 
report, pushing the 10-year 
U.S. Treasury note down to 
2.19 percent from 2.26 per¬ 
cent on Thursday. 

“I can’t imagine the Fed 
is looking at (this data) this 
morning as a reason to 
increase rates in Septem¬ 
ber,” said Tom di Galoma, 
head of rates trading at 
ED&F Man Capital. 

In other energy markets, 
wholesale gasoline rose 1.3 
cents to close at $1,841 a 
gallon. Heating oil fell 1.4 
cents to close at $1,584 a 
gallon. Natural gas fell 5.2 
cents to close at $2.716 per 
1,000 cubic feet. 

In currencies, the dollar fell 
0.3 percent to 123.90 yen 
and the euro rose 0.4 per¬ 
cent to $1.0985. 

In metals trading, gold 
rose $6.50 to $1,095.90 an 
ounce and silver rose 5 
cents to $14.75 an ounce. 
Copper fell 1 cent to $2.43 
per poundO 


the company was focusing 
on stepping up production 
of the A400M and its A350 
wide-body passenger jet. 
Revenues rose 16 percent 
in the April-June quarter to 
16.81 billion euros, boosted 
by the stronger U.S. dollar. 
Airbus shares rose 3.8 per¬ 
cent to 64.80 euros in morn¬ 
ing trading in Europe. Q 



Trader Gregory Rowe, left, and specialist Paul Cosentino, right, work on the floor of the New York 
Stock Exchange. Stocks closed modestly lower Friday as oil titans Exxon Mobil and Chevron led 
a slump in energy stocks. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 


Airbus takes 290M euro charge for military crash 
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Linkedln 2Q caps rough week for social media stocks 


Linkedln CEO Jeff Weiner speaks during the company's second annual “Bring In Your Parents 
Day,” at Linkedln headquarters in Mountain View, Calif. Linkedln reported mixed quarterly finan¬ 
cial results this week. 

(AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez) 


BARBARA ORTUTAY 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — It hasn't 
been a good week for so¬ 
cial media companies, not 
even for the usually reliable 
professional networking 
service Linkedln Corp. 

The company's second- 
quarter results announced 
late Thursday beat Wall 
Street’s expectations on all 
fronts, just as Facebook's 
did on Wednesday and 
Twitter’s on Tuesday. But it's 
the signs behind the head¬ 
line numbers that seem 
to be worrying investors, 
enough for shares of all 
three companies to fall this 
week. Linkedln “did great 
this quarter,” said Gartner 
analyst Brian Blau, while 
noting that there is “some 
variability on their efforts 
quarter to quarter as they 
are in a very competitive 
market that is constantly in¬ 
novating and changing." 
Linkedln’s stock fell $17.44, 
or 7.7 percent, to $209.71 
in after-hours trading Thurs¬ 
day night. The stock fluc¬ 
tuated widely after the 
results came out as inves¬ 
tors digested the earnings 
report. The stock increased 
at least 8 percent before 
settling lower. 


Colin Gillis, an analyst at 
BGC Financial, said that 
while Linkedln’s stock is 
roughly unchanged since 
the start of the year, this 
masks the “the wild gy¬ 
rations” that have taken 
place in its price. 

Linkedln’s adjusted earn¬ 
ings of 55 cents per share 
were well above the 30 
cents that analysts polled 
by FactSet had expected 
for the April-June quarter. 
Revenue grew 33 percent 
to $712 million, also above 
analysts’ expectations of 
$680 million. Net loss was 
$67.7 million, or 53 cents 
per share, which is wider 
than last year’s loss of $1 
million, or 1 cent per share. 
The company had warned 
in April that earnings would 
be dampened by costs re¬ 
lated to its purchase of Lyn- 
da.com, an online learning 
company. Linkedln closed 
that deal in the second 
quarter. On Thursday, CEO 
Jeff Weiner said the deal 
“could be one of Linkedln's 
most transformational ini¬ 
tiatives as it has the poten¬ 
tial to improve the member 
experience across the plat¬ 
form." Linkedln had 380 mil¬ 
lion members at the end of 
the quarter, up 21 percent 


from a year earlier. The 
Mountain View, California- 
based company said traffic 
from mobile devices repre¬ 
sents more than half of all 
traffic to Linkedln. Blau said 
Linkedln's mobile usage 
should be higher, “given 
that many of their users are 
from markets where we 
have higher smartphone 


penetration.” On Tuesday, 
Twitter disappointed in¬ 
vestors when it reported 
a 15 percent increase in 
monthly active users, to 
316 million. Its co-founder 
and interim CEO, Jack 
Dorsey, said the company 
is “not satisfied” with the 
pace of its user growth. But 
executives also acknowl¬ 


edged that this is unlikely to 
change for a considerable 
amount of time. Facebook, 
meanwhile, has nearly 1.5 
billion monthly users, but its 
high-flying stock also took 
a hit as investors sought to 
take profits and might have 
had some concerns about 
the company’s soaring 
spending .□ 



Amgen hikes 2015 forecast after 2Q increase in profit, sales 



This photo shows signage at the entrance to Amgen Inc. offices 
in Thousand Oaks, Calif. Amgen reported strong quarterly finan¬ 
cial results this week.. 

(AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill) 


LINDA A. JOHNSON 
AP Business Writer 
TRENTON, N.J. (AP) — Am¬ 
gen Inc. shares jumped 
in extended trading after 
the maker of osteoporosis 
drug Prolia easily beat Wall 
Street’s second-quarter 
profit expectations and 
hiked its 2015 financial fore¬ 
cast. 


Amgen, based in Thou¬ 
sand Oaks, California, said 
late Thursday it sees strong 
momentum for the second 
half of the year, with three 
new drugs launching, new 
approvals for a couple ex¬ 
pected soon and experi¬ 
mental drugs for migraines, 
heart failure and prevent¬ 
ing bone fractures in or 


near the final rounds of pa¬ 
tient testing. 

The maker of blockbuster 
biologic rheumatoid arthri¬ 
tis drug Enbrel reported that 
net income rose to $1.65 
billion, or $2.15 per share, 
due to higher revenue and 
restrained spending. 
Excluding one-time charg¬ 
es, adjusted income was 
$1.98 billion, or $2.57 per 
share, 14 cents more than 
analysts were expecting. 
Revenue climbed 3.7 per¬ 
cent to $5.37 billion, edging 
past the $5.32 billion ana¬ 
lysts expected. 

A year ago, the compa¬ 
ny earned $1.55 billion, or 
$2.01 per share, on reve¬ 
nue of $5.18 billion. 

“The question is, ‘What do 
you do after you've just 
had a blowout quarter?'” 
said analyst Steve Brozak, 
president of WBB Securities. 
He said Amgen's strong re¬ 
sults and cash hoard, plus 


the recent appointment 
to its board of a longtime 
pharmaceutical industry 
executive known for deal¬ 
making, Fred Hassan, will 
fuel speculation Amgen is 
mulling possible mergers 
as a way to continue its 
growth. 

“Are they the takeover-ers 
or the takeover-ees?” he 
wondered. 

During the quarter, sales 
of Amgen's newest medi¬ 
cines— Prolia, related drug 
XGeva for preventing bone 
damage from tumors and 
Kyprolis for multiple my¬ 
eloma patients who have 
failed other therapies — all 
rose by more than 10 per¬ 
cent. 

Kyprolis, approved in the 
U.S., awaits European ap¬ 
proval. Repatha, the first in 
a new class of expensive 
biologic drugs for lowering 
cholesterol in patients not 
helped enough by statin 


pills such as Lipitor, was 
approved in Europe this 
month and could win U.S. 
approval in late August. 
Meanwhile, leukemia drug 
Blincyto and Corlanor, the 
first new chronic heart fail¬ 
ure drug in a decade, are 
launching, and longtime 
mainstay Enbrel saw rev¬ 
enue rise 8 percent, mainly 
due to price hikes, to a to¬ 
tal of $1.35 billion. 

Together, Enbrel and the 
new medicines offset de¬ 
clines in older Amgen med¬ 
icines for anemia in chemo¬ 
therapy and kidney dialysis 
patients and for preventing 
infections in chemotherapy 
patients. 

One of those, infection 
fighter Neupogen, is the 
only drug in the U.S. with an 
approved biosimilar version 
— Zarxio from Novarfis AG, 
which is to go on sale Sept. 
2 at a somewhat lower 
price.Q 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Derogatory 
remark 

5 Abraham’s son 
10 Kindergartner’s 
recitation 

14 Melody 

15 Low point 

16 Authentic 

17 Similar; related 

18 Shut 

19 Epiphany kings 

20 Internal _ 
Service; IRS 

22 Toiled 

24 Armed conflict 

25 Thigh bone 

26 Stupid 

29 Taxi alternative 

30 Approaches 

34 Untamed 

35 Golfing term 

36 NBC’s Mitchell 

37 Pie _ mode 

38 In an inflexible 
manner 

40 _on; apply, 
as makeup 

41 Keep 

43 Engine’s need 

44 Elbow, in Spain 

45 Early 
psychoanalyst 

46 Soft wet dirt 

47 Most terrible 

48 Lucie’s dad and 
brother 

50 _ as a beet 

51 _ vision; 
inability to see 
clearly 

54 Interfered 

58 Suffer defeat 

59 Actor Cibrian 

61 Tempt; attract 

62 Follow orders 

63 Board 

64 Make money 

65 Cots and cribs 

66 Grains planted 

67 Reddish brown 

DOWN 

1 “_Trek” 

2 Gospel writer 

3 SMUorOSU 

4 Extended one’s 
subscription 


5 Bring upon 
oneself, as a 
penalty 

6 Mall event 

7 “Much _ 

About Nothing” 

8 Bridal paths 

9 Dairy product 

10 Like a Brink’s 
truck 

11 Grizzly, for one 

12 Pet bird’s home 

13 Went down 
smoothly 

21 Certain vote 
23 Baby rabbit 

25 Up in arms 

26 Sneezyor Doc 

27 Refueling ship 

28 Piece of china 

29 Paper sack 

31 Enthusiasm 

32 Peruses 

33 Wooden shoe 

35 Metal fastener 

36 Laundry soap 

38 Equestrian 

39 “Where _ I go 
wrong?” 


42 Hepburn and 
Meadows 
44 Overprotective 
sort 

46 Center 

47 Marry 

49 Oozes 

50 Stinks 

51 Shapeless mass 


52 Lung section 

53 Secondhand 

54 Pay no_to; 

ignore 

55 Hawaiian feast 

56 Goes astray 

57 Fender-bender 
memento 

60 Daniel _ Kim 
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Hopes high wing flap will shed 
light on mystery of Flight 370 


Classifieds 


A. MELDRUM 
L. HINNANT 
Associated Press 
SAINT-ANDRE, Reunion (AP) 

— Under a microscope 
and expert eyes, the wing 
fragment that washed up 
on the beach of this volca¬ 
nic island could yield clues 
not just to its path through 
the Indian Ocean, but also 
to what happened to the 
airplane it belonged to. 
Analysts at the French 
aviation laboratory where 
the scrap was headed Fri¬ 
day can glean details from 
metal stress to see what 
caused the flap to break 
off, spot explosive or other 
chemical traces, and study 
the sea life that made its 
home on the wing to pin¬ 
point where it came from. 
French authorities have im¬ 
posed extraordinary secre¬ 
cy over the 2-meter (6-foot) 
long piece of wing, putting 
it under police protection 
in the hours before it left 
the island of Reunion. If the 
fragment is indeed part of 
the missing Malaysia Air¬ 
lines Flight 370, it means the 
wreckage may have drift¬ 
ed thousands of kilometers 
(miles) across the Indian 
Ocean to this French island 
off the east coast of Africa. 
Wrapped and loaded as 
cargo, it was headed to a 
military aviation laboratory 
near the city of Toulouse, 
Europe's aviation hub. 
“With a microscope, that 
can learn details from the 
torn metal," said Xavier 
Tytelman, a French aviation 
safety expert. “You can tell 
whether a crash was more 
horizontal or vertical ... You 
can extrapolate a lot.” 
John Cox, president and 
CEO of Safety Operating 
Systems and a former ac¬ 
cident investigator, said 
minute characteristics of 
the metal could indicate 
attitude and vertical speed 
of the aircraft when it im¬ 
pacted. 

“It won’t tell you how the 
plane crashed, but it will 
be a step in that direction,” 
Cox said. 

Barnacles encrusting the 
wing’s edges would be 
studied for clues to plot 
the wing's journey through 
the Indian Ocean, but 
Tytelman said there could 
be other microscopic life 


clinging to the metal or 
bottled up inside that could 
further indicate where the 
wing traveled. 

“It’s been 16 months from 
the crash and everything 
fits together,” said ocean¬ 
ographer Arnold Gordon 
of Columbia University's 
Lamont-Doherty Earth Ob¬ 
servatory. “So I think the 
probability that it’s from 
370 is pretty high." 

The currents from the Indian 
Ocean flow in a counter¬ 
clockwise way that would 
take a crash from west of 
Australia to Reunion Island, 
Gordon said. The amount 
of barnacles on the debris 
is consistent with other de¬ 
bris that he's seen in the 
ocean for more than a 
year. And it’s the right type 
of plane. 

Pictures of the “flaperon” 
show that it is missing its 
drive arm, which directed 
up-down movement — but 
there appears to be rela¬ 
tively mild damage at the 
location where the drive 
arm tore away, said Wil¬ 
liam Waldock, a former U.S. 
Coast Guard officer and a 
professor at Embry-Riddle 
Aeronautical University 
in Prescott, Arizona, who 
teaches aircraft search 
and rescue. 

“One of the things I guess 
is a little surprising is how 
intact the flaperon is,” 
he said. “It argues that it 
wasn’t a very violent im¬ 
pact, which goes along 
with some of fheories fhaf 
it just ran out of gas and 
glided down." 

The French aviation ex¬ 
perts, including a legal ex¬ 
pert from the field, will sfarf 
theirinquiry on Wednesday, 
according to the Paris pros¬ 
ecutor's office. On Mon¬ 
day, an investigating judge 
will meet with Malaysian 
authorities and represen¬ 
tatives of fhe French avia¬ 
tion investigative agency, 
known as the BEA, accord¬ 
ing to the statement late 
Friday. 

The statement said a shred 
of suitcase found near the 
wing fragment would also 
undergo forensic testing af 
a Paris-area government 
lab, and searchers con¬ 
tinued Friday to scour the 
Reunion coastline for other 
possible debris.Q 
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TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
RENAISSANCE 


Week 

room 

price 

26 

507 

$ 3,500 

26 

543 

$ 5,300 

40 

105 

$5000 

48/49 

119 

$ 4,500 

30/31 

524 

$3,500 each 

35 

314 

$4,000 

30 

515 

$4,900 

30 

311 

$5,000 

23 

343 

$4,500 

27 

103 

$4,000 

29 

134 

$4,500 

20&21 

347 

$4,500 

27 

341 

$4,000 


Contact Brian Cell: 593-0200 


vr.realty@mac.com 

203548 


PARADISE BEACH VILLAS 
For Sale 

2 bedroom week 29 Room 125 
pool side $6,500 O.B.O. 

Divi Phoenix 

For Sale 1 bedroom Room 502 
week 29 $5,000 O.B.O. 

For Sale 1 bedroom Room 502 
week 32 $5,000 O.B.O. 

203549 

FOR RENT at Venusstraat 

Spacious, clean, 3 bedrooms, 

3 baths unfurnished house, 
quiet location, fenced. 

Awg. 2000 per month 

Call 586-2255 or 733-6012 

203300 

FOR RENT at Venusstraat 

Small building for Office 
clean, spacious, internet and 
phone line, airco, bathroom, 
parking space. 

Awg. 1400 per month 
Call 586-2255 or 733-6012 

203300 


ANTI QUESH OPS 
FLEAMARKET 
ROCOCO PLAZA 

Taolu Leendflrt rwd 4 1 

SUNDAY 2 August 
ANTIQUE SHOPS open fl-1 
We sett Bubble Plastic 
Inf. Call 741-5640 
To Rent Your Standi 
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DOCTOR 
c ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 




Dr. Thuis 

Tel. 588-2600 


EMERGENCIA 

911 

POLICE 100 

POLICE 581-1100 

ORANJESTAD 582-4000 

NOORD 587-0009 

STA. CRUZ 585-4710 

SAVANETA 584-7000 

SAN NICOLAS 584-5000 

POLICE TIPLINE 11141 
FIRE DEPT. 115 

FIRE DEPT. 582-1108 

HOSPITAL 527-4000 

AMBULANCE 582-1234 

SAN NICOLAS 
AMBULANCE 911 


PHARMACY 

Oranjestad: del Pueblo Tel: 582-1253 
San Nicolas: Aloe Tel: 584-4606 


INFORMATION 

118 

TAXI 

582-5900 

TAXI-TAS 

587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 

588-0035 

TAXI D.T.S. 

587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 

583-3232 


CRUISESHIP 


\ -= 4 * f August 1 

Freewinds 


Aruba Aiport 

524-2424 

American Airline 

582-2700 

Avianca 

588-0059 

Aruba Airlines 

583-8300 

Jet Blue 

588-2244 

Surinam 

582-7896 

Tiara Air 

588-4272 

Venezolana 

583-7674 


Aruba Foundation 

For those Visually Incapasitated 

Tel: 582-5051 


FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(FADA) Teh 583-2999_ 

FUNDACION 
Respetami 
Tel^5_82-44_33 _ 

Centro Diabetic Arubano 
Tel: 524-8888 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 

QUOTA Club 

Tel: 525-2672 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 
Tel: 583-5400 

Bloodbank Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 




















































More than just Cecil; big troubles for king of the jungle 


SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

circle of life is closing in on 
the king of the jungle. 
When Minnesota dentist 
Walter Palmer killed Cecil 
the lion, the Internet ex¬ 
ploded with outrage. But 
scientists who have stud¬ 
ied lions say the big cats 
have been in big trouble 
for years. 

They’ve watched the Afri¬ 
can lion population shrink 
by more than half since 
1980 and dwindle even 
faster in East Africa, where 
lions used to be most abun¬ 
dant. They've seen trophy 
hunting like Palmer's — 
promoted as a way of rais¬ 
ing cash to preserve wild¬ 
life populations—fail to live 
up to its promise. And even 
more importantly, they’ve 
seen lion habitat shrink and 
many beasts killed by local 
residents because of con¬ 
flict with livestock and ag¬ 
riculture. 

When humans and lions 
clash, the king of the jungle 
usually loses. 

“We should be very wor¬ 
ried,” said Oxford University 
lion researcher Hans Bauer, 
who is based in Ethiopia. 
“The numbers are clear. 
They are in dramatic de¬ 
cline." 

Experts estimate there 
were about 75,000 African 
lions in 1980; now there 
are between 20,000 and 
32,000. Last year the Unit¬ 
ed States Fish and Wildlife 
Service proposed placing 
African lions on the threat- 
ened-but-not-endangered 
list. On its red list of species 
in trouble, the International 
Union for the Conservation 
of Nature calls the lion “vul¬ 
nerable,” one step away 
from endangered. 

The number of lions in East 
Africa dropped 59 percent 
between 1993 and 2014. 
Lion counts in West Africa 
fell 66 percent in the same 


time period; lions there 
“are on the brink of extinc¬ 
tion, they are desperately 
rare," said famed Duke 
University conservation bi¬ 
ologist Stuart Pimm. 

Only in the southern part of 
Africa are lions’ numbers 
rising, slightly, because of 


cline, it splits the conserva¬ 
tion community more than 
any other factor, Pimm 
said. Some see it as a way 
to provide money for con¬ 
servation — just as duck 
hunters do in the United 
States — other see it as in¬ 
effectual, too costly and 


hunted in specific ways, 
the practice could be sus¬ 
tainable. His team even 
published a guide on tell¬ 
ing the age of a lion by 
nose color to help trophy 
hunters go after lions in a 
sustainable way. 

“It led to me being kicked 


boosts the economy. In 
theory, Bauer said, “there's 
a lot of habitat in Africa 
where lions exist because 
of trophy hunting.” While it 
removes individual lions, “it 
preserves habitat.” 

But Bauer added, “it’s very 
often poorly managed as 



In this undated photo provided by the Wildlife Conservation Research Unit, Cecil the lion rests in Hwange National Park, in 
Hwange, Zimbabwe. Associated Press 


efforts to protect them. 
And that’s where Cecil 
was shot. 

“The reason Cecil was be¬ 
coming iconic was that it 
lived in a national park; It 
lived in protection," Pimm 
said. He said if hunters can 
lure out of the park and kill 
even Cecil — legendary in 
Zimbabwe, known for his 
majestic black mane — “it 
does not bode well” for 
other lions. 

That's why even though 
hunting isn’t the main 
cause for the lions' de¬ 


even unethical. 

“Hunting in Africa is a com¬ 
plex issue,” said Pimm. “Ke¬ 
nya does not allow hunting 
of any kind and Tanzania 
sets aside more of its land 
for hunting than it does for 
ecological parks." 

A decade ago, top lion re¬ 
searcher Craig Packer and 
his team came up with a 
way to allow limited trophy 
hunting of lions and not 
hurt their dwindling num¬ 
bers. If only certain, older, 
unattached lions, identifi¬ 
able by nose color, were 


out of Tanzania,” said 
Packer, on the phone from 
a game preserve in South 
Africa. “In Africa it’s a busi¬ 
ness. It’s very cynical and 
very corrupt." 

Other scientists say his vo¬ 
cal anti-hunting advocacy 
got him in trouble. 

Bauer takes a more nu- 
anced position on tro¬ 
phy hunting. Studies show 
hunters pay as much as 
$50,000 to governments 
and guides, with some of 
the money going to con¬ 
servation while the rest 


in the case of Cecil where 
a lion gets lured out of the 
habitat. This type of mis¬ 
management happens 
much more than hits the 
news." 

Bauer and his Oxford col¬ 
league Claudio Sillero said 
as bad as trophy hunting 
can be — estimates of li¬ 
ons killed each year range 
from 600 to more than 
1,000 — habitat loss and 
conflicts between lions 
and locals over livestock 
and agriculture are bigger 
problemsO 
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Mashable man Dan Rather isn’t the retiring type 



In this Oct. 5, 2011 file photo, former CBS News anchor Dan Rather attends the premiere of “The 
Ides of March” in New York. Associated Press 


DAVID BAUDER 

AP Television Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — At age 

83, Dan Rather is starting 
over. 

The veteran broadcast¬ 
er has quietly shut down 
the “Dan Rather Reports” 
newsmagazine he’d been 
making since leaving CBS 
News a decade ago and 
opened an independent 
production company, with 
seed money from AXS-TV 
founder Mark Cuban in ex¬ 
change for a series of inter¬ 
views with entertainers. His 
“News & Guts” firm is even 
working on a scripted fic¬ 
tion series. 

Rather has also signed on 
for reporting and analysis 
at the website Mashable, 
where his story urging peo¬ 
ple not to get too wound 
up about the early stages 
of the 2016 presidential 
campaign appeared this 
week. 

Retirement? Not an option. 
“I love to work,” Rather 
said. “I have my flaws and 
I’ve made a lot of mistakes, 
but I’ve always loved cov¬ 
ering news and I have a 
passion for covering news. I 
couldn't see myself not do¬ 
ing it as long as I have my 
health." 

"I'd much rather wear out 
than rust out,” he said. 
Rather moves more slowly 
and speaks more softly 
than during his days as 
chief CBS News anchor. A 
piece of paper with two of 
Cuban’s email addresses 
sits prominently on his desk; 
the Internet entrepreneur 
and Dallas Mavericks own¬ 
er has been Rather's pa¬ 
tron in his post-CBS years. 
Although widely unseen, 
Rather's newsmagazine 
took on tough topics like 
underage prostitution, 
flaws in electronic voting, 
floating garbage dumps at 
sea and temporary hous¬ 
ing that made many hur¬ 
ricane victims sick. AXS-TV, 
formerly HDNet, is avail¬ 
able in less than half of the 
nation's TV homes. While 
far more than when Rather 
started, the audience is a 
fraction of CBS’ “60 Min¬ 
utes,” where Rather once 
figured to spend his last 
working years. The switch 
to the music-focused AXS- 
TV meant the newsmaga¬ 


zine was out of place. 
Rather now hosts “The Big 
Interview,” a format that 
placed the hard-bitten 
former White House corre¬ 
spondent with personalities 
like Emmylou Harris, Trisha 
Yearwood, Don Rickies, 
Dolly Parton, Aaron Sorkin, 
Josh Groban and Weird 
Al Yankovic for hour-long 
programs. Interviews with 
Dwight Yoakam and Bob 
Weir are upcoming in Au¬ 
gust. 

“We discontinued ‘Dan 
Rather Reports' because 
‘The Big Interview' was 
working so well," Cuban 
said. “Dan is the best in the 
business and the quality of 
interviews he is doing is in¬ 
credible. I wanted more of 
them.” 

Watching the courtly Rath¬ 
er interviewing Jack White 
in Nashville, Tennessee, 
was a culture shock. Rather 
dressed down — suit jacket 
and open-necked shirt — 
while the natty White was 
in a suit and tie. One can 
imagine the White Stripes' 
“Seven Nation Army” 
booming from Rather's of¬ 
fice as he prepped for the 
piece. He described White 
as “one of the great guitar 
heroes of our time.” 

Rather kept his questions 
simple and broad to make 
the interview appealing 
to those only generally 
acquainted with White's 
work. The musician, who 


clearly respected Rather 
and his background, re¬ 
sponded with interesting 
stories. 

If Rather considers the inter¬ 
views as being beneath his 
former heights, he doesn’t 
show it. 

“This is very meaningful 
work in that it keeps us 
in business while we look 


BEVERLY HILLS, Calif. (AP) 

— Dwayne Johnson says 
he was disappointed 
when he heard about a 
tape of Hulk Hogan using 
racial slurs. 

Johnson, also a former pro 
wrestler, told a TV critics’ 
meeting Thursday that the 


around for other things 
to do,” he said. “We also 
continue looking to find 
a home to do the kind of 
work that is deepest within 
me and deepest within the 
people here — and that is 
first-class, quality journalism 
and deep-digging investi¬ 
gative reporting.” 

Rather's exit from CBS was 


remarks didn’t match his 
personal history with Ho¬ 
gan, whose real name is 
Terry Bollea. 

“I've known Terry for a 
lot of years, and my dad 
helped train him in Florida 
in the ‘70s when he was 
breaking into the busi- 


memorably ugly, stem¬ 
ming from his participation 
in a discredited 2004 story 
about President George 
W. Bush's military service. 
He stood by the story and 
sued his former employer 
for breach of contract, a 
case thrown out by New 
York courts after many bit¬ 
ter words exchanged and 
much money spent. With 
CBS' corporate ownership 
intact. Rather doesn’t ex¬ 
pect the relationship to be 
repaired. 

“I would hope so, but I 
have to emphasize there 
is no empirical evidence 
anywhere that I can find 
that it's likely to happen,” 
he said. “I don’t think 
about it much anymore. It 
was a long time ago.” 

How much this drives a 
man who covered the 
Kennedy assassination, 
Watergate, the disputed 
2000 election, the 9/11 at¬ 
tacks to continue to prove 
himself to CBS News, only 
a psychiatrist would truly 
know. 

Rather said it's too early to 
reveal specific series that 
News & Guts is working on, 
for fear some ideas might 
be stolen. □ 


ness. I come from a very 
long line of lineage of pro¬ 
fessional wrestlers. I had 
not known the man to 
be racist,” said Johnson, 
who was at the meeting 
to talk about his HBO se¬ 
ries, “Bailers.” He acknowl¬ 
edged: “We’ve all talked 
trash, you know, especially 
in private. He said what he 
said, and he's paying the 
price.” 

The 61-year-old Hogan has 
suffered backlash despite 
apologizing in a statement 
for using "offensive lan¬ 
guage.” 

World Wrestling Entertain¬ 
ment Inc. severed ties with 
him this week. 

Also Thursday, a judge set 
a March 2016 trial date 
for a lawsuit brought by 
Hogan against Gawker 
Media for releasing a sex 
tape that contained the 
commentsO 


Dwayne Johnson says of Hulk 
Hogan: ‘We’ve all talked trash’ 



In this May 26, 2015 file photo, Dwayne Johnson arrives at the 
premiere of “San Andreas” at the TCL Chinese Theatre in Los 
Angeles. Associated Press 
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Long-lost F. Scott Fitzgerald 
story finally published 



In this file photo from the 1920s, American writer F. Scott 
Fitzgerald poses for a portrait. A Associated Press 


HILLEL ITALIE 
AP National Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — A year 
before F. Scott Fitzgerald 
died of a heart attack, he 
completed a short story 
about a hard-drinking writ¬ 
er diagnosed with cardiac 
disease. 

“And as for that current 
dodge ‘No reference to 
any living character is in¬ 


tended' — no use even try¬ 
ing that,” Fitzgerald warns 
at the start of “Tempera¬ 
ture,” an 8,000-word piece 
dated July 1939 that is re¬ 
ceiving its publishing debut 
in the current issue of the 
literary quarterly The Strand 
Magazine. 

Presumed lost for decades, 
“Temperature” was writ¬ 
ten while the author known 


for “The Great Gatsby” 
struggled to find work in 
the movie business and 
hoped to revive his fiction 
career. His screenwriting 
contract with MGM had 
expired and twice in 1939 
he had been hospitalized 
because of alcoholism. 

“He felt anachronistic and 
was trying to find a voice 
that didn’t echo with the 
Jazz Age,” Kirk Curnutt, 
author of “The Cambridge 
Introduction to F. Scott 
Fitzgerald,” wrote in a re¬ 
cent email. “To this end he 
experimented with more 
hardboiled tones and sar¬ 
donic comedy." 

Set in Los Angeles, “Tem¬ 
perature" is an antic story 
of failure, illness and de¬ 
cline, common themes in 
Fitzgerald’s work. The nar¬ 
rative is consciously cin¬ 
ematic, with such lines as 
“And at this point, as they 
say in picture making, the 
Camera Goes into the 
House.” The protagonist is a 
31-year-old writer. Emmet 
Monsen, whom Fitzgerald 
describes as “notably pho¬ 
togenic,” "slender and 
darkly handsome.” Circling 
around the self-destructive 


Monsen are medical au¬ 
thorities, personal assistants 
and a Hollywood actress 
and estranged lover who 
gets more estranged all 
the time. 

Andrew F. Gulli, managing 
editor of The Strand, came 
upon the manuscript ear¬ 
lier this year while looking 
through the rare books 
and manuscript archive 
at Fitzgerald’s alma mater, 
Princeton University. 
“Fitzgerald ... couldn’t help 
using his satirical abilities to 
mock everyone from doc¬ 
tors, Hollywood idols and 
the norms of society,” Gulli 
said of the story. “When we 
think of Fitzgerald we tend 
to think of tragic novels 
he wrote such as ‘Gatsby’ 
and ‘Tender is the Night,' 
but ‘Temperature’ shows 
that he was equally adept 
and highly skilled as a short 
story writer who was able 
to pen tales of high com¬ 
edy." 

Fitzgerald’s stories had run 
in Collier's, The Saturday 
Evening Post and other 
magazines, but by the late 
1930s he no longer had a 
wide following and was 
unhappy with his literary 


agent, Harold Ober, who 
in the past had supported 
him financially. In a let¬ 
ter sent to Ober in August 
1939, Fitzgerald writes he 
was feeling so neglected 
that on his own he mailed 
submissions of “Tempera¬ 
ture,” which was turned 
down by the Post. 

“Sending a story direct 
may be bad policy but 
one doesn’t consider that 
when one is living on mon¬ 
ey from a hocked Ford,” he 
told Ober. “I don't have to 
explain that even though 
a man has once saved an¬ 
other from drowning, when 
he refuses to stretch out his 
arm a second time the vic¬ 
tim has to act quickly and 
desperately to save him¬ 
self.” Curnutt was amazed 
to learn that a copy of 
“Temperature” still existed 
and called the discov¬ 
ery a “great find.” Fitzger¬ 
ald bibliographies list the 
story (sometimes referred 
to as “The Women in the 
House”) as unpublished, 
or, in a 2007 “Critical Com¬ 
panion," as “Lost: men¬ 
tioned in correspondence 
but no surviving transcript 
or manuscript.”G 


Lynn Anderson, singer of ‘Rose Garden,’ dies in Nashville 



In this Nov. 10, 2010 file photo, Lynn Anderson attends the 44th 
Annual Country Music Awards in Nashville, Tenn. 

Associated Press 


KRISTIN M. HALL 
Associated Press 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — 

Lynn Anderson, whose 
strong, husky voice carried 
her to the top of the charts 
with "(I Never Promised You 
a) Rose Garden,” has died. 
She was 67. 

A statement from the fam¬ 
ily said she passed away at 
Vanderbilt University Medi¬ 
cal Center in Nashville, Ten¬ 
nessee, on Thursday. Her 
publicist said the cause of 
death was cardiac arrest. 
Anderson first soaked up 
the national spotlight as 
a young singer on “The 
Lawrence Welk Show” be¬ 
tween 1967 and 1969. Al¬ 
though she was signed to 
an independent label, the 
exposure helped her nab 
a deal with Columbia Re¬ 
cords in Nashville. 

“He was absolutely whole¬ 
some,” she said of Welk in 


a 1987 interview with The 
Associated Press. “He felt 
country music was coming 
into its own and deserved 
to be on national TV. At 
that time, I was the only 
one singing country music 
on national TV every week. 


He’s one of my heroes and 
always will be.” 

And it was "Rose Garden” 
that sealed her country 
music legacy, earning her 
a Grammy and Country 
Music Association's female 
vocalist of the year award 


in 1971. 

“It was popular because it 
touched on emotions,” she 
told the AP. "It was perfect¬ 
ly timed. It was out just as 
we came out of the Viet¬ 
nam years and a lot of peo¬ 
ple were trying to recover. 
“This song stated that you 
can make something out 
of nothing. You take it and 
go ahead. It fit me well and 
I’ll be proud to be con¬ 
nected to it until I die.” She 
made television appear¬ 
ances with such stars as Lu¬ 
cille Ball, Bing Crosby, John 
Wayne and Tom Jones and 
she performed for presi¬ 
dents Nixon, Ford, Carter 
and Reagan. She was also 
in episodes of the TV show 
“Starsky and Hutch” and in 
the 1982 TV movie “Coun¬ 
try Gold.” 

Anderson’s other hits in¬ 
cluded, “Rocky Top,” 
"You’re My Man," "How 


Can I Unlove You,” "What 
a Man, My Man Is” and 
“Top of the World” (also re¬ 
corded by the Carpenters). 
She returned briefly to the 
country Top 10 with a Gary 
Morris duet in 1983, "You're 
Welcome to Tonight.” 
Country star Reba McEntire 
lauded her accomplish¬ 
ments Thursday. 

“She did so much for the 
females in country music,” 
McEntire said in a state¬ 
ment. “Always continuing 
to pave the road for those 
to follow.” 

Dolly Parton also said she'd 
be missed. 

“Lynn is blooming on God’s 
Rose Garden now. We will 
miss her and remember her 
fondly,” Parton said in a 
statement. 

She was born Sept. 26, 
1947, in Grand Forks, North 
Dakota, but raised in Sac¬ 
ramento, California 
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164 skydivers smash head-down world record in Illinois 

ANDREA THOMAS 
Associated Press 
OTTAWA, III. (AP) — Travel¬ 
ing at speeds of up to 240 
mph, 164 skydivers flying 
head-down built the larg¬ 
est ever vertical skydiv¬ 
ing formation Friday over 
central Illinois, smashing 
the previous record. 

It took the internation¬ 
al team 13 attempts to 
beat the 2012 mark set by 
138 skydivers. The forma¬ 
tion, resembling a giant 
flower, floated above the 
rural drop zone in Ottawa 
for a few seconds before 
the flyers broke away, de¬ 
ployed their parachutes, 
and whooped and hol¬ 
lered their way to the 
ground to the jubilation of 
spectators. 

“It's awesome, man,” said 
Rook Nelson, one of the 
organizers. “It just goes to 
show that if you can get 
the right group of people 
together and the right sup¬ 
port team and good con¬ 
ditions, anything is possible 
... even on attempt num¬ 
ber 13.” 

The team was selected af¬ 
ter training camps in Spain, 

Australia and across the 
U.S. Seven aircraft were 
flown in precise formation 
to ensure that the jump¬ 
ers de-planed at the right 
place, time and altitude. 

The record-breaking jump¬ 
ers exited at 19,700 feet. 

Skydiving videographers 
recorded the jump, flying 
above, below and along- 



In this photo provided by Gustavo Cabana, members of an international team of skydivers join hands, flying head-down to build 
their world record skydiving formation, Friday, July 31, 2015, over Ottawa, III. Associated Press 


side the formation. The 
footage enabled judges 
on the ground to verify 
the record was achieved 
above Skydive Chicago, 
the drop zone and airport 
about 80 miles southwest 
of Chicago where the 
event took place. 

Three judges certified by 
the Federation Aeronau- 
tique Internationale — the 
World Air Sports Federation 
— studied the video and 
photos to make sure each 


flyer was in a pre-deter- 
mined slot in the formation 
and has his or her hand in 
the correct position. 

The record was not without 
risks. 

The skydivers flew at a mini¬ 
mum speed of 160 mph, 
and some reached speeds 
as fast as 240 mph. Colli¬ 
sion at such speeds can be 
fatal. 

Jumping from such a high 
altitude brings a risk of hy¬ 
poxia — a condition aris- 




In this photo provided by Jason Peters, members of an international team of skydivers join 
hands, flying head-down to build their world record skydiving formation, Friday, July 31, 2015, 
over Ottawa, III. Associated Press 


In this photo provided by Jason Peters, members of an 
international team of skydivers exit a jump plane, flying head- 
down on their way to building their world record skydiving 
formation, Friday, July 31, 2015, over Ottawa, III. 

Associated Press 


ing from a lack of oxygen 
that can cause uncon¬ 
sciousness and other symp¬ 
toms — or even death. To 
reduce the risk of falling 
sick, jumpers and pilots 
sucked down pure oxygen 
once their planes reached 
14,000 feet. 

And with nearly 170 cano¬ 
pies simultaneously flying 
in the sky, there’s a risk of 
two parachutists flying into 
each other. 

Still, of approximately 3.2 
million sport skydives in the 
U.S. in 2014, there were 24 
fatalities, according to the 
United States Parachute 
Association. 


Despite the risks, flyers 
came from as far away 
as France, Britain, Dubai 
and Australia — one even 
spent three days traveling 
to Chicago from Reunion, 
off the coast of Madagas¬ 
car in the Indian Ocean — 
to participate. 

“When (record) jumps 
work well, it’s like there's 
a certain peace to it all, a 
certain harmony to it all,” 
said Norman Kent, a long¬ 
time skydiving videogra- 
pher who filmed the jump. 
“And it’s contagious, it’s like 
it's in the air and you can 
feel it even from a distance 
as a cameraman.”□ 
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